Now “upon the first 
day of the week, very 


early in the morning, 
they came unto the sep- 


ulchre, bringing the 
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spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them. 


2 And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. 
3 “And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord 


Je’ sus. 


4 And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed 


thereabout, “behold, two men stood by them in shining garments: 


5 And as they were 
afraid, and bowed 
down their faces to the 
earth, they said unto 
them, Why seek ye 'the 
living among the dead? 
6 He is not here, but 
is risen: ‘remember 
how he spake unto 
you when he was yet 
in Gal’i-lee, 7 Saying, 
The Son of man must 
be delivered into the 
hands of sinful men, 


and be crucified, and 


the third day rise again. 
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Junior choir of St. John’s Church, Mattoon, Ill., sings at Easter service 


“He Is Not Here!” 


Christ is not in that Upper Room 
Where, long ago at close of day, 

He met the Twelve in gath’ring gloom, 
For one of them would soon betray! 


Christ is not on that Cross of Doom 
That would not let our Savior live, 
But caused the strength of hell to loom — 
Dread sin, that makes us cry, ‘Forgive!’ 


Christ is not in that Empty Tomb 
That held, in vain, His lifeless clay. 

‘He is not here!’’ He is the Groom 
Who greets His Bride on Easter Day! 


Port Washington, N. Y. HENRY J. VON SCHLICHTEN 
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March 6, 1959 


aul C. Empie, Executive Secretary 
nal Lutheran Council 

adison Avenue 

York 10, New York 


EAR Dr. EMPIE: 


ring the past few weeks I have 
a number of news stories both in 
h periodicals and in the secular 
concerning my letter to you rel- 
to the invitation of the National 
eran Council to attend an explora- 
meeting “in order to examine 
nt activities in American Lu- 
nism and the possibility for ex- 
on of such activities.” Some of 
tread: 


issouri declines NLC bid for unity 
ks. (NLC News Bureau, Febru- 
29,1959) 

adblock to unity erected by The 
theran Church — Missouri Synod. 
utheran Herald, February 24, 
59) 

rprise and regret expressed over 
> refusal of The Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod to discuss future 
ssibilities of Lutheran cooperation 
d ways of furthering it. (NLC 
ws Bureau, February 9, 1959) 


your release dated February 9, 
; Bureau, you are quoted as say- 
“The agenda for the meeting would 
ibly have included some questions 
ues currently regarded by the Mis- 

Synod as providing obstacles to 
bership in the Council.” 
uu are further quoted as stating that 
Council respects and shares Mis- 

Synod’s emphasis on doctrinal 
Iness as the basis for all church 
onship.” 
rmit me to state that I deeply 
t the interpretations given my 
_ I want to assure you that these 
yretations do not express my in- 
ns. The history of The Lutheran 
ch — Missouri Synod shows clearly 
it has always expressed not only 
lingness but an ardent desire for 
ngs which would make doctrinal 
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discussions a primary item on_ the 
agenda of the meeting; and today the 
Missouri Synod re-emphasizes its will- 
ingness and readiness to do just that 
under similar conditions and propitious 
circumstances. We have always been 
of the conviction that only through 
doctrinal discussion, under the gracious 
blessings of God, may true unity in 
doctrine be achieved, which is a pre- 
requisite for church fellowship. 

Neither the resolution of the NLC 
at Atlantic City nor your letter of in- 
vitation contained any suggestion that 
doctrinal discussions would be involved. 
I well recall the meeting in Chicago on 
September 28, 1953, called by Dr. S. 
E. Engstrom, President of the American 
Lutheran Conference, for similar ex- 
ploratory purposes. Because of a severe 
heart attack he could not be present. 
Representatives of the Missouri Synod 
attended the meeting. When for the 
afternoon meeting a special committee 
proposed “seeking unity in doctrine and 
practice” as one of the items on the 
agenda for a future meeting, the group 
by a majority vote eliminated it (cf. 
eS Muntitessamseptembeie. Salo 5>5))seAS 
a result the meeting adjourned without 
accomplishing anything. 

In the light of this experience you 
will understand why I ask: Do your 
remarks quoted in the February 9 News 
Bureau that “the Council respects and 
shares Missouri Synod’s emphasis on 
doctrinal soundness as the basis of all 
church relationship” mean that at the 
exploratory meeting the need of doc- 
trinal discussion will be considered an 
essential item on the agenda of any 
future meeting? Kindly inform me. If 
the answer of the NLC to this question 
is in the affirmative, I shall so report it 
to our Committee on Doctrinal Unity 
for thorough discussion and shall in- 
form you of our action. 

I realize that the statements in my 
letter, that the doctrinal positions of 
TALC, now in the process of organ- 
izing, and of the future organization 
in which the ULCA, the Augustana 
Synod* and the Suomi Synod are in- 
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News of the Church in the World 


.TEMENTS “NOT INTENDED AS JUDGMENT,” 
SIDENT BEHNKEN WRITES NLC OFFICIAL 


Dr. John W. Behnken, President of The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod, on March 6 directed the following letter 
to Dr. Paul C. Empie, Executive Secretary of the NLC 


terested, are “in a state of flux,” can 
be and have been interpreted as an 
unwarranted judgment of these bodies. 
These were not so intended. To avoid 
further confusion or misunderstanding, 
I herewith withdraw them. 


Respectfully yours, 


JWB:HS /s/ J. W. BEHNKEN 


Beam Special Broadcast 


To Russia and Satellites 


Radio Liberation in Munich, Ger- 
many, this month will beam to Russia 
and its satellite nations an interview 
with Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, Lutheran 
Hour speaker, according to an an- 
nouncement by the Pan American 
Broadcasting Co., New York, which 
arranged the special broadcast. 

The interview, recorded in Dr. Hoff- 
mann’s New York office, was translated 
into Russian, Armenian, and Ukrainian. 
Radio Liberation is sponsored and sup- 
ported by the American Committee for 
Liberation. The station’s sole purpose, 
Pan American explained, is to broad- 
cast to the people of the U.S.S.R. in 
Russian and 16 other major languages. 

In the interview the Lutheran Hour 
speaker answered such questions as: 
“How do you feel Christianity is re- 
lated to international peace?” “Do you 
believe in peace on earth without 
Christ?” and “What comment would 
you offer on the Marxist statement that 
religion is the opiate of the people?” 

Despite Soviet jamming, there is evi- 
dence from travelers and from letters 
that the broadcasts get through. 


Lutheran Negro Lad Gets 
Into Capitol Page School 


Jimmy Johnson, Jr., Negro lad from 
Salem (Augustana) Lutheran Church, 
Chicago, has enrolled in the congres- 
sional page school after all. 

At the same time the 14-year-old boy 
took over his duties as House mes- 
senger for five Congressmen —a Re- 
publican and four Democrats. 

Jimmy had come to Washington in 
January, thinking he had been ap- 
pointed as a House page under the 
sponsorship of an Illinois Representa- 
tive, but he was told there had been 
a patronage mix-up and that another 
boy had the job. 


Ninety-five Years Old, 
He Remembers Walther 


George Wolf sits in his cozy apart- 
ment in a wheel chair, a radio blaring 
away at his left ear. He is 95 years 
old; he can no longer see well enough 
to read, and he can’t hear very well 
any more. But he remembers back to 
his teens when he joined Holy Cross 
Church in St. Louis, where he often 
heard Dr. C. F. W. Walther. 

Doctor Walther, first President of the 
Missouri Synod, was pastor of Trinity 
Church when the Wolf family moved 
to St. Louis in the 1870s. “Our pastor 
at Holy Cross,” Wolf says, “was under 
Doctor Walther, who was head pastor 
of the Gesamtgemeinde.” 

Wolf was referring to the joint parish 
of four Lutheran congregations. “There 
was ‘Old’ Trinity, Immanuel, Holy 
Cross, and Zion,” Wolf remembers, 
“and they changed pastors every other 
Sunday. The ‘housefather’ at the sem- 
inary used to drive the pastors around 
to the different churches in a carriage 
that I used to think was pretty fancy. 

“Doctor Walther was at our church 
quite often. Not always to preach. 
Sometimes he played the organ. Our 
congregation had trouble understand- 
ing him because he used the Saxon 
dialect. 

“I guess I spoke American German,” 
says Wolf, who was born in Baltimore, 
Jan. 25, 1864, shortly after his parents 
had arrived from Germany. When he 
was about five, the Wolfs moved to 
Milwaukee and then to St. Louis, where 
George grew up, married, and followed 
his father in a shoe business. 


George Wolf and daughter Dorothy 
4 


4 
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One of the last times Wolf recalls 
seeing Walther was a Sunday morning 
when the pastor was on his way to 
church. Walther encountered a Saint 
Louis capitalist who was not a church 
member. “Doctor Walther took off his 
hat and bowed,” Wolf says, repeating 
the gestures with a laugh. “It looked 
like an affair of state, the two were 
so polite.” 

In 1915 Wolf brought his wife and 
three daughters to Columbia, Mo., 
where he opened a shoe store. His 
was one of the first Lutheran families 
to settle in the community where the 
University of Missouri is located. 

“There were a few Lutheran students 
at the university, and we opened our 
houses to them,” Wolf says. “We had 
church only once a month then. We'd 
meet at different places like the YMCA 
or in lodge halls.” 

Wolf is one of the few remaining 
charter members of Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Columbia, which was organ- 
ized in 1927. He lives with his daughter 
Dorothy across the street from the 
Lutheran student center. Since Jan. 1, 
when Campus Lutheran Church was 
organized, he is an “honorary elder” 
of that parish. 

But he doesn’t get out any more — 
not even to go to church. He must sit 
at home with his radio and his mem- 
ories. — Don Crawford in Western Dis- 
trict Voice 


Missionary-Soloist and 
Chinese Pianist Reunited 
In New York Concert 


In 1948 in Hankow, China, Mission- 
ary Frederick M. Schalow sang solo 
parts in a performance of Handel’s 
Messiah by a group of Chinese and 
European Christians on Dec. 22. His 
accompanist was Elizabeth Lu. 

Six months later Chinese communists 
overran the city, and the singers were 
scattered. After being jailed and then 
deported by the Reds, Pastor Schalow 
did mission work in Hong Kong and 
Taiwan and in 1956 became pastor of 
Calvary Church, Havertown, Pa. 

In December 1958, almost ten years 
to the day after the Hankow concert, 
Chinese friends in New York City 
phoned Pastor Schalow that they were 
about to visit him and would bring 
along “a mutual friend.” The friend 
was Miss Lu, now living with her sister 
in America. 

At the same time plans were being 
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made for a concert in New York’s 
negie Hall for the benefit of The 

nese Christian Home for the Af 
Fund, Inc. So on Dec. 26, @ 
Pastor Schalow again sang a recitay 
and air from the Messiah and § 
traditional Chinese folk songs, with 
Lu again his accompanist. — Easiy 
District Edition. 


Senator Hartke Addresss 
Student Leader Group | 


The tenth annual Lutheran Stuc 
Government Conference at Concor 
Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, N. 
Feb. 19—21, brought together 74 : 
dents and faculty members from 
Missouri Synod colleges and seminas 
throughout the United States 
Canada. 

Highlight of the meeting was 
banquet address by Senator R. Vas 
Hartke of Indiana. An active Evans 
Lutheran, Senator 
Hartke urged the 
student leaders to 
continue their po- 
litical activity after 
leaving school. “It 
is your stewardship 
tom lead, bem told 
them. “In you the 
future lies.” 

“You are the prod- 
ucts,” he stated, “of 
colleges dedicated to learning and! 
carrying on the principles of mora 
and decency which permeate vali 
and government. 

“The job of maintaining the a 
kind of moral fiber is that of gove 
ment, of schools and _ colleges, 
churches and homes. This is to say) 
is the job of the people. 

“The leadership in government,” 
continued, “must come not alone m 


Senator Hart 


those who hold office, but from th 
who hold the inevitable decision of w: 
should serve — that is, the people.” 

“Students as Stewards” was the ce 
tral conference theme under whi 
were discussed problems relating to 1 
ligious, educational, social, and admi 
istrative student life. Dean Leonha 
C. Wuerffel of the St. Louis semina 
took a prominent part in the co 
ference. 

Preachers for the opening and t 
closing service respectively were L 
Oswald Hoffmann, Lutheran Ho 
speaker and Synod’s Director of Pub 
Relations, and Dr. Rudolph S. Re 
meyer, retired Baltimore pastor. 
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Seminary Hears Berner, 
Plans New Library 


Rev. Herbert Berner, pastor of Mount 
ve Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, de- 
ered the seventh annual series of 
he Wenchel Lectures on Effective 
aching” at Concordia Seminary, 
Louis, Jan. 27 and 28. 

Addressing special convocations of 
- students and the faculty, as well as 
a pastors, he spoke on the general 
me “Fulfill Thy Ministry.” 

Pastor Berner, former President of 
- Iowa District West and Vice-Pres- 
nt of the Central 
strict, has served 
member of Syn- 
's Foreign Mission 
ard. He is a mem- 
- of Synod’s Fam- 
Life Committee. 
The foundation 
tures, established 
thew late, Dr. Ji: 
sderic Wenchel, 
ishington, D. C., 
re this year for the first time also 
ivered at the Springfield seminary. 
Construction of an $870,000 library 
the St. Louis campus has also been 
10unced by Dr. Alfred O. Fuer- 
nger, seminary president. 

Built to anticipate the needs of the 
ool for the next 30 years, the library 
1 accommodate a student body of 
) and a faculty of 75. Space will be 
yvided for 250,000 volumes and 700 
rnals and periodicals. 

Reading and study areas will be com- 
ed with the shelf area. Facilities 
| include about 175 individual study 
ks, typing rooms, seminar and fac- 
y study rooms, and leisure areas. 


Pastor Berner 


India Church Head 


In U.S. to Study 


Rev. B. H. Jackayya, General Sec- 
ary (President) of the India Evan- 
ical Lutheran Church, left Trivan- 
im, South India, Feb. 18 for a study 
1 visitation tour of the U.S. 
secretary Jackayya, who is also pro- 
sor of liturgics and Bible introduction 
Soncordia Seminary, Nagercoil, plans 
study at the St. Louis seminary dur- 

his visit. He will represent the 
“C at Synod’s convention in June. 
3orn at Kollegal, near Coimbatore, 
speaks Kanarese, one of the South 
ian languages, as his native tongue. 
work has been mostly in Tamil, but 
is fully conversant with English. 
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On one of his first stops in St. Louis, 
Secretary Jackayya told the WITNEss 
that his name is Kanarese for Zac- 
chaeus. This is not his family name, 
but his given name, and the initials 
“B.H.” are those of his grandfather 
and father respectively. 

The IELC, formed in January 1958, 
is affiliated with The Lutheran Church 
— Missouri Synod. The new church 
body is the fruit of some 63 years of 
mission work in India. 

The India church, numbering almost 
30,000 baptized members, is divided 
into three districts. Two districts, one 
centered in Ambur (100 miles west of 
Madras), the other in Nagercoil (12 
miles from the southern tip of India), 
use the Tamil language. The third, 
with its center in Trivandrum, 40 miles 
northwest of Nagercoil, is in the Ma- 
layalam-speaking area. 


Evangelize the Nation, 
India Youths Told 


Christian young people of India 
should consecrate themselves to the 
task of evangelizing their nation, 8,000 
youths were told at Madras in a rally 
of the tenth Congress for Christian 
Youth, sponsored by Youth for Christ 
International. 

“India’s spiritual need today,” said 
Victor Manogarom of Madras, execu- 
tive secretary of the congress, “is for 
Christian youth to dedicate themselves 
to full-time work for the spreading of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout 
India.” 

“The only way any community or 
nation can be won to Christ,” he added, 
“is by individuals witnessing to the sav- 
ing power of Jesus Christ.” 


Pagans Gain Converts 
In Africa, Asia 


The pagan religions of Africa and 
Asia are making an “astonishing” come- 
back, a seminary missions professor re- 
ported after a year-long round-the- 
world trip. 

Dr. Andrew S. Burgess of Luther 
Theological Seminary, St. Paul, said 
that non-Christian religions have taken 
the tactics of the Christian church in 
their fight for survival and expansion. 

Children in Buddhist schools sing 
“Buddha Loves Me, This I Know” and 
other hymns in which the name of the 
idol replaces that of Jesus. Buddhism 
is gaining converts through missionary 
work among Western peoples. 

In Japan, Shintoism has rallied to 
a point of great religious fervor since 
its setback after World War II, when 
the emperor declared he was not divine. 
Thousands of students are studying to 
be Shinto priests or teachers. 

In India Dr. Burgess found that Hin- 
duism has been “revitalized and reor- 
ganized by highly educated Hindus. 
Old beliefs have been combined with 
Christian ethics and made to appear 
both noble and divine.” 

In parts of Africa, missionaries re- 
ported to Dr. Burgess, there are new 
movements back to witchcraft and an- 
cestor worship, but “it appears that the 
bitterest opponent of Christ in Africa 
is not the witch doctor, powerful though 
he may be, but Islam.” 

Arab merchants traveling throughout 
Africa “continue to leave the stamp of 
their features and faith on the African,” 
he asserted, with every Moslem “a mis- 
sionary for Islam.” 


Rev. D. Vethamanickam, President of the Trivandrum District of the IELC (left, 
center), bids Godspeed to Secretary Jackayya. Others pictured are members and 
officials of the District and students of the seminary, 
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Briefly Told 


Three “Freedoms” Awards 
es 


For outstanding achievements “in 
helping to bring about a better under- 
standing of the American way of life” 
the Freedoms Foundation awarded 
George Washington honor medals to 
“This Is the Life” for the episode 
“Death Is Our Destiny”; to Dr. Oswald 
Hoffmann for his Lutheran Hour ser- 
mon “Government of God”; to the 
Walther League Messenger for “edi- 
torial material in the past year relating 
citizenship to Christian living.” 


Response Makes Debut 


The first (Pentecost) issue of Re- 
sponse, a magazine devoted to church 
arts, will appear in May, according to 
Editor Walter E. Buszin, St. Louis sem- 
inary professor. Published by the 700- 
member Lutheran Society for Worship, 
Music, and Arts, Response will appear 
again in the Advent season. 


Kennedy’s Answers Questioned 


Senator John F. Kennedy (D.— 
Mass.) drew criticism from the Roman 
Catholic press for stating in his 
March 3 Look interview that “what- 
ever one’s religion in his private life... 
nothing takes precedence over his 
oath. . . .” Said America, national 
Catholic weekly review: “Mr. Kennedy 
doesn’t really believe that. No religious 
man, be he Catholic, Protestant, or Jew, 
holds such an opinion. A man’s con- 
science has a bearing on his public as 


well as his private life. As the St. Louis 
Review well expressed it: ‘When he 
implies that his religion, which teaches 
him to know, love and serve God above 
all things and to love his neighbor as 
himself, will not be allowed to inter- 
fere with his oath to the Constitution, 
it is the Constitution that ought to be 
examined, not his religion.’ ” 


Teacher Salaries 


Of 2,017 male teachers in elementary 
schools of Synod, 68 with five or more 
years of college training receive the 
median salary of $4,801 to $5,100 
a year, including 15% housing allow- 
ance. Those with four years of col- 
lege earn $4,201 to $4,500 in the me- 
dian group of 211. 


Valparaiso Has Careers Day 


The annual Valparaiso University 
Church-Related Careers Day program 
Feb. 26 featured Prof. David S. Schuller 
of the St. Louis seminary as chapel 
speaker and a panel discussion by four 
leaders in church work. They discussed 
medical missions, social work, teaching, 
deaconess work, the ministry, and non- 
professional church work and the re- 
quired gifts for such fields of service. 


Four Pastors in All 


Rev. Francis McGrath, Jr., 31, pas- 
tor of Bethany Congregation, Elmhurst, 
N. Y., was one of four clergymen who 
died in the East River plane crash 
Feb. 3. He was returning from the 
River Forest teachers college, where he 
had discussed his position as audio- 


UERY 
“Personal 


GOD’S HOUSE AND I 


God’s house is the holiest place 
this side of heaven, a building ded- 
icated by me and my fellow church 
members for the worship and work 
of the only true God: Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. 

Here God meets man — and man 
meets God —in a special way, in 
the Word and the Sacraments. Here 
more things of eternal importance 
happen to more people than any- 
where else in the world! 

This place where God’s honor 
dwells and where His strength and 
beauty are — what does it mean 
to me? What really takes place in 
the house of my God? 


Urgent petitions and prayers and 
hymns of praise and thanksgiving 
ascend to His throne. 

My heavenly Father, who created 
me, and my Savior, who died for 
me, and the Holy Spirit, who brought 
me to saving faith, bless a worship- 
ing congregation in that holy hour. 

God speaks to His people and to 
me through the mouth of His called 
and ordained servant. Sins are for- 
given, faith is strengthened, fears 
dispelled, tensions eased, and the 
deepest and eternal needs of the 
human soul are satisfied by a great 
and loving and merciful God. 

And I, His redeemed and adopted 
child, must be there; I want to be 
there, for a day in His courts is 
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visual aids instructor for the 1959 sum 
mer session. Also killed were three 
Methodist ministers, Revs. W. Carlish 
Watson, Jr., 40, William A. Meadows, 
36, and Roger W. Woodburn, 46, all o 
Nashville, Tenn., and members of the 
Television, Radio, and Film Commis 
sion of The Methodist Church. 


South Wisconsin Tops Witness List 


The March 10 WITNESS reached 
a circulation hish of 489,100 supe 
scribers. Leading the Districts in sub- 
scriptions was South Wisconsin, witt 
42,500. Michigan, second with 40,796. 
was followed by Central, Minnesota, 
Northern Illinois, English, and South. 
ern California, all over 20,000. 


Bronxville Student Dies 

Robert A. Fischer, Williamsvilles 
N. Y., freshman ministerial student at 
Concordia Collegiate Institute, Bronx 
ville, 


N. Y., died Feb.5 of a heart 
seizure while playing basketball: wit 
some classmates. Besides funeral serv: 
ices in his home congregation, a mes 
morial service was held on Concordia’ 
campus. | 


} 
Portals of Prayer by the Thousand 


Mrs. Elmer Bentsen, a McAllen} 
Tex., Methodist, with the help of Ro 
man Catholic Juan, her “Mexican boy,’, 
regularly distributes 1,000 copies off 
Portals of Prayer in hospitals, flower 
shops, stores, and bus stations. ‘Thank 
God for your booklets,” she recentlyl 
wrote the publisher in a letter describ# 
ing her singular mission. 


better than a thousand days else- 
where. 

Do I go to God’s house regularly 
and gladly? Or do I go irregularly 
and grudgingly? 

God has been so good to me and 
blessed me in so many ways in body 
and soul—TI must go to His house 
to thank and to praise Him, and, 
oh, how I need the strength and 
blessing He bestows upon all who 
worship Him in spirit and in truth! 

And as I see the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ, when He 
is taught and preached, I’ll go back 
to the duties of life, to my home 
and to my work, better able to bear 
the burdens of life, better able to 
meet the temptations of life — a bet- 
ter salt and a brighter light. I'll 
know that I have walked with God 
today! And I'll never regret it! 


RUDOLPH S. RESSMEYER 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE 


hat is The Lutheran Church — 
ouri Synod Foundation? 

hy was it established? 

Ow does it operate? 


hat will it accomplish, say in ten 
s, that would conceivably remain 
One without the Foundation? 


or answers to these and other ques- 
s the WITNESS interviewed Dr. Eu- 
> R. Bertermann, Executive Direc- 
of the Foundation since Feb. 15 of 
year. 

he Lutheran Church — Missouri 
od Foundation,” he began, “is an 
icy through which Lutherans and 
r friends may make gifts of money, 
Ks, bonds, and real estate or may 
¢ bequests through wills to Lu- 
an institutions, agencies, and causes 
1 the assurance that such gifts and 
uests will be rigidly protected and 
iaged in strict accordance with the 
ves of the giver.” 

le explained that the Foundation 
serve as a trust agency for all our 
1eran institutions, including colleges, 
yols, churches, orphanages, homes 
the aged, hospitals, publications, re- 
ch, or any activity conducted by 
e agencies, together with “any work 
gency recognized as being distinc- 
ly Lutheran.” 


uestion: Is it necessary to set up 

staff another department when 
od already handles trust funds and 
ives gifts or bequests for various 
OSes? 


nswer: In establishing The Lutheran 
rch — Missouri Synod Foundation 
synodical Board of Directors has 
ywed the example of other major 
ch bodies. The Episcopal Church 
ndation, the Foundation of the 
byterian Church in the U.S. A., the 
ustana Lutheran Foundation, the 
tist Foundation, the Abiding Me- 
ial Foundation of The Evangelical 
yeran Church, the United Lutheran 
rch Foundation, and the United 
byterian Foundation have long 
1 serving their respective denomina- 
;— in the last case for 160 years. 
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The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 


FOUNDATION 


An Interview with Dr. Eugene R. Bertermann 
Executive Secretary of the Foundation 


So far, annuities and bequests have 
been promoted in our church as an 
auxiliary activity of the Treasurer of 
Synod. Through The Lutheran Church 
— Missouri Synod Foundation various 
new approaches can be promoted more 
widely, and the scope of activities can 
be enlarged. 


Why can’t a person make a direct 
gift or bequest of money or property 
to Synod or one of its agencies? 


Anyone may, of course, make a di- 
rect gift or bequest to Synod or one 
of its agencies. The Foundation does 
not presume to tell our members how 
or where to give. The Foundation is 
rather a service agency which will coun- 
sel with the prospective donor, suggest 
various causes which may well be as- 
sisted, recommend various means of 
giving, and render all other help. Be- 
cause of its complete flexibility the 
Foundation offers services which no 
other group currently operating within 
our Synod can. 


Will the Foundation act independ- 
ently, or will it work with existing 
synodical agencies? 


While it is a separate legal entity, the 
Foundation will work with all existing 
synodical and independent agencies. It 
is intended to serve the various boards, 
causes, and departments of our Synod 
by strengthening their financial support. 
Undesignated funds are to be allocated 
to such causes and purposes as appear 
most urgently in need of additional sup- 
port. 


How will the Foundation aid mis- 
sions, church extension, students, col- 
leges, schools, welfare agencies? 


The Foundation will aid these and 
other causes by encouraging additional 
financial support either for the cause 
in general or for specific capital-invest- 
ment items within it (such as scholar- 
ships, for example). Special gifts 
through various channels are urgently 
needed if our church is to rise to the 
vast opportunities which our heavenly 
Father has placed before it. 
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How will the Foundation be related 
to a synodical college or seminary, for 
example? 


The Foundation will have no direct 
relationship to the synodical educational 
institutions. The needs of our schools 
will be presented to Synod’s Board of 
Directors by the Board for Higher Edu- 
cation. The Board of Directors will 
then recommend to the Foundation the 
specific needs for land, buildings, or 
special purposes. The Foundation will 
exercise no operational control over 
the school itself. 


Isn’t a person taking a circuitous 
route when he makes a gift or bequest 
to a Massachusetts church or a Califor- 
nia welfare agency through a Lutheran 
Foundation in St. Louis? 


No, the route is not really as cir- 
cuitous as it appears. While it is, of 
course, always possible to make direct 
gifts or bequests, the Foundation will 
stimulate and encourage additional sup- 
port through a wide variety of channels 
for such giving. 


How would you answer a conten- 
tion that the Foundation, by serving so 
many different causes, is spreading it- 
self pretty thin? 


The Foundation has deliberately al- 
lowed the widest possible range of 
causes Or purposes: our church’s mis- 
sions — home, foreign, and others; our 
educational institutions; orphanages, 
homes for the aged, and similar institu- 
tions; religious publications and tracts; 
and research. The very breadth of pur- 
pose should constitute a point of ad- 
vantage to the prospective donor. One 
gift can serve a variety of purposes. 
The extent of support granted to any 
one cause will, of course, depend en- 
tirely on the extent of support which 
the Foundation receives. 


Does “any work or agency recog- 
nized as distinctively Lutheran” restrict 
the Foundation’s scope to the Missouri 
Synod? 

The Foundation’s primary purpose 
is to support our own Lutheran 

(Continued on page 20) 


The RESURRECTIO 


1 Corinthians 15 


HE CHURCH AT CoRINTH was the first 
T in history to be infiltrated by liberal- 

ism. It was a brilliant, persuasive 
kind of liberalism, thoroughgoing, self- 
willed, and audacious. It swung wide, 
and it cut deep. 


Paul’s whole First Letter to the Co- 
rinthians attests how widely and how 
radically this liberalism affected the 
whole life of the Christians of Corinth. 
The line between the church of God at 
Corinth and the Greek world in Corinth 
was being very faintly drawn. 


And so it is not surprising to find 
that the Christian belief which was 
most offensive to the Greek mind, the 
bodily resurrection of the dead, was 
being sacrificed to Greek sensibilities. 
The new liberals at Corinth found it an 
expendable piece of theology; and since 
it “kept the Greeks out of the church,” 
they let it go. They did not deny the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead, but 
they no longer affirmed that His resur- 
rection was significant for all men, the 
living and the dead. To meet, chal- 
lenge, and destroy this piece of liberal 
accommodation to Greek thinking, Paul 
wrote the great 15th chapter of First 
Corinthians. 


The Resurrection of Jesus Christ: 
Fact 
Verses 1-11 


The liberals moved with supple ver- 
satility in the world of ideas. Paul does 
not go down to meet them in their 
dim and airless world; he hauls them 
out into his own bright apostolic world, 
the world of the Gospel, and confronts 
them with a fact. He confronts them 
with that act of God which dealt effec- 
tually with man’s sin: Christ died for 
our sin (our sin — this is an event that 
involves us all), was buried, and rose 
again the third day, “according to the 
Scriptures” —it was the counsel and 
the will of God that He should so die 
and so rise again. 


This is not a malleable idea but 
a rock-hard fact. The Law required 
two or three witnesses to a fact, and 
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Paul duly calls his witnesses, twice three 
sets of them, in number more than five 
hundred; most of them, moreover, still 
live and can tell. Paul himself is among 
these living witnesses. The risen Christ 
appeared to him and made the persecu- 
tor of the church His messenger, His 
apostle. Paul experienced the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus-Christ as the huge and 
incredible grace of God, the grace 
which reversed the whole current of 
his life and set him on that toilsome 
apostolic course which carried him to 
Corinth. 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is 
therefore something quite outside and 
independent of the thinking and willing 
of man; it is not any man’s idea but 
God’s act. As God’s act it is the con- 
tent of the apostolic preachment — 
Paul’s and all the apostles’ — and the 
content of the faith of the men of Cor- 
inth. This act of God sets them on 
their feet; this act of God delivers them 
from death. Only under this sky of 
divine forgiveness can men_ breathe 
eternal air. 


Significant for All Men 
Verses 12-34 


It was the Christ who died, and it was 
the Christ who rose. That means: one 
died for all and rose for all, for when 
God acted in Christ, He acted for all 


the world; He was reconciling the world © 


to Himself. Therefore the resurrection 
of the Christ and the resurrection of 
the dead stand and fall together. To 
affirm the one is to affirm the other, 
and to deny the one is to deny the 
other. 

The Corinthian liberals had denied 
the resurrection of the dead; Paul 
makes plain to them what they have 
thereby denied (vv. 12-19): “If you 
deny the resurrection of the dead, if 
you abandon your dead to death, you 
are saying no less than this: ‘God has 
not, after all, dealt effectually with our 
sins; the blank and beetling wall of 
death has not been pierced after all; 
the Christ never broke through that 
wall, and there is no passing through 
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By MARTIN H. FRANZ 


it now.’ You are saying that your Chi 
is dead. Your Christ is dead, and 
our preaching is empty, and your fai 
is vain.” 
And if the Christ is dead, then t 
apostolic preaching has lost all po# 
and purpose; an apostle of Jesus Ch 
cannot go up and down the Ro i 
roads delivering lectures on a dex 
hero; he must be able to preach a G 
pel of life and proclaim a living Loi 
Faith, too, has lost its 
a noble martyr executed by the 
mans in Jerusalem is not the divi 
answer to the fatal question of mat 
sin and provides no content for tI 
faith of man. The Christian hope, to 
has then become a delusion, a cruel | 
which cheats men of the present lif 
the only life they can look to ha 
“But now is Christ risen from t 
dead,” and the resurrection of Chr 
determines all things from this ti 
forth and forever (vv. 20-28). Th 
great deed of God is done, and it ca 
not be undone again. It is fact, a 
the fact is significant; it controls t 
future. The risen Christ is the “Fi 
Fruits of them that slept” — He is t 
first ripe grain on the field, the tok 
and the guarantee of the harvest whi 
God will gather wholly into His bar 
His resurrection is the first and d 
cisive blast of God’s great final musi 
that music cannot cease, because t 
score is written by God, and He writ 
no unfinished symphonies. As _ sure 
as Adam once set a fatal deathwar 
cadence for mankind and made a 
human life a march of death, so surel 
has the Christ reversed that cadenc 
and made it a music that shall surg 
inevitably upward to eternal life. Th 
risen Son of God must reign; He sha 
go His way of ministry to the utmo: 
end, until all enemies are put und 
His feet, even the last enemy, deatl 
until He presents to the Father a Son 
obeisance and a Son’s gift: a worl 
made wholly God’s again, a world i 
which divine life triumphs and the li 
ing God is All in all. 


) 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNE 


ul has spelled out the significance 
he resurrection both negatively 
12-19) and positively (vv. 20-28); 
e has not yet exhausted that sig- 
nce. For the resurrection affects 
only preaching, faith, and hope; 
termines the whole bent and tem- 
of our lives, our conduct. And it 
this that Paul now turns. (Vv. 
4) 

ppose there is no resurrection of 
ead, what then? “What shall they 


Fe 
which are baptized for the dead, 


he dead rise not at all?” Inter- 
ers have puzzled over this verse in 
; Paul was no doubt alluding to 
sthing familiar to both his readers 
himself; but it escapes us. In the 
of the sentences which follow it 
ld seem that Paul is referring to 
> form of self-sacrificing Christian 
stry, one that involved suffering 
dying — “baptism”: is used occa- 
ally as a figure for suffering and 
h. (Mark 10:38) 

ow shall Paul continue in his min- 
if the dead rise not at all? (Vv. 
2). His ministry is one in which 
aces death and danger constantly; 
like a gladiator fighting wild beasts 
le arena. He is a professional in 
ring danger and in facing death. 
what for? If this life be all the 
he has, if he cannot work and 
re in the conviction that his “light 
tion, which is but for a moment, 
eth ...a far more exceeding and 
al weight of glory” (2 Corinthians 
), he would be better advised to 
ind drink and to live at ease and 
vhen die he must. 

ul is dead serious about this, far 
_ serious than his brilliant oppo- 
-are. They are entertaining a new 
ogical idea or developing a new 
ogical approach and really do not 
*t anyone to draw such stiff con- 
yns from their fluid premises. “Be 
deceived,” Paul tells them; “you 
yt fill yourselves with these ideas, 
you cannot fill the air with this 
without corrupting men — your- 


H 24, 1959 


The DEAD 


The beating heart of all our hope 


selves and others. You are making 
feeble and afraid the gladiators of God; 
and you are intoxicating yourselves.” 
He bids them sober up (v. 34); that 
is what the word translated with 
“awake” means literally. For men who 
have heard and believed the good news 
of the risen Christ to deny the resur- 
rection of the dead is to be drunk, 
adrift in a vague and illusory world 
of their own fancies, out of touch with 
reality, out of touch with the fact that 
determines all reality, all history, and 
all men’s lives. Paul concludes by 
reproaching the men who prided them- 
selves on their “knowledge” — know]- 
edge which is really ignorance — ignor- 
ance of the God who is God of the 
living, not of the dead. 


How Are the Dead Raised? 
Verses 35-53 


Men trust their own brains more than 
they trust God; when they are faced 
with that which overtowers their con- 
ceiving, they conclude: “What I can- 
not understand or explain cannot be.” 
The Corinthians objected to the resur- 
rection of the dead because they could 
not understand how a dead and dis- 
integrated body could be restored to 
wholeness and life. They therefore 
raised the skeptical question: “How 
are the dead raised?” The question is 
evidence of their ignorance of God, 
and Paul therefore calls it a fool’s 
question, that is, the question of one 
who cannot or will not see what God 
has set before his eyes. They are men 
of little faith, and that makes them 
men of little vision too. Little faith 
can become great faith only when con- 
fronted by the greatness of God, who 
is the object of faith. 

Paul turns these people from their 
brains to God and bids them consider 
Him, the Creator, whose creative pos- 
sibilities know no limits. The wells of 
God have never yet gone dry, as even 
a fool can see if he will take the trou- 
ble to look around him at the prodigal 
and varied splendor of God’s. working 
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“For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible.” 


in the world. One glance anywhere in 
the world, and the eye of faith beholds 
the prolific splendor of the Lord of 
life documented in a thousand ways 
(vy. 36-41). His almighty, creative 
working can overclothe our corruption 
with incorruption, our disfigurement 
with glory, our weakness with strength. 
He who has given us earthly bodies 
can give us spiritual bodies, bodies 
which are the fit and perfect instrument 
of the new man in whom the Spirit 
dwells. He who dressed us in the 
earthly dress of Adam can clothe us 
in the Christ. Whether we be among 
those in the grave or among the living 
at the coming of the Christ, the God 
who created the new and eternal world 
will fit us and dress us for that brave 
new world. The dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and the living shall be 
transfigured, in the twinkling of an 
eye when the trumpet sounds. 


The Victory 
Verses 54-58 


Paul ends where he began, with the 
fact that God has dealt triumphantly 
with the sin of man; that is the beating 
heart of all our hope, the sure and 
solid basis of our triumph over death. 
For it was sin that made death strong; 
sin was death’s “sting,” the goad with 
which death herded us, his dumb and 
doomed and driven cattle, home. Now 
we can sing: 

O Death, where is thy sting? 
O Grave, where is thy victory? 


And now we can work. Paul’s meet- 
ing with the risen Christ set him to 
work; his witness to the risen Christ 
sets us to work. With a firm and solid 
stance on this territory of triumph we 
can work the work of the Lord, assured 
that what we build for Him will never 
fall. 


Witnessing to thousands 
under the cherry trees 


By Robert J. Jastram 


As the Easter dawn brightened the 
snow-capped mountains of western Ja- 
pan, a little farm woman from a vil- 
lage near Suibara was stirring about the 
house. She was preparing meals for 
her husband and four school-age chil- 
dren. This morning daily tasks had to 
be done earlier than usual. In just 
a few hours she was to become a bap- 
tized member of the Shibata Lutheran 
Christian Church. 

She was ready in time, but the bus 
and train schedule had been changed 
for the hour’s trip to Shibata. When 
she finally reached the church, the bap- 
tismal ceremony was just finished. 


Eight adults were still sitting on the 
floor at the front of the church. One 
of the three women in the group was 
48 years old. She had lived in Formosa 
and Korea before the war. 

There was also a young woman who 
had spent three weeks trying to get her 
family’s permission to be baptized. Her 
brother-in-law, head of the family since 
her father’s death, resolutely refused. 
She didn’t tell him she had decided to 
be baptized anyway. She prayed that 
God would help her bear the added 
burden when he found out. 

Of the five men, the youngest was 
a high school graduate. He was won- 
dering if he should tell his pastor of 
the quarrel with his father just before 
the service. He, too, had received the 
grace of God against his father’s wishes. 

But the littke woman from Suibara 


10 


Baptized on Easter Day at Shibata Lutheran Church 


EASTER IN | 
CHERRY BLOSSOM LAN 


had arrived too late. It was hard for 
her not to cry. She had very much 
wanted to be baptized with the others. 
Although the missionary and the mem- 
bers were eager to get out to the Kaji 
River, they stayed for her baptism and 
welcomed her into membership. Then 
they hurried off to evangelize among 
the crowds who came out to see the 
cherry blossoms. 


Traffic on the way to the river was 
painfully slow. Buses, trucks, and taxis, 
lined up bumper to bumper, took turns 
at parking on the side of the road while 
oncoming traffic passed. Occasionally 
we could see the beautiful cherry trees 
along the banks of the Kaji River. 
The trees had been planted 60 years 
ago from the mouth of the river to 
a point six miles upstream. And just 
beyond are the beautiful snow-capped 
mountains. 

No wonder this display of cherry 
blossoms has become world famous. 
No wonder thousands upon thousands 
come every year. At the bridge they 
get off their chartered buses and begin 
the long walk on the dike to the park 
by the “water gate.” 

All along this pathway are stalls or 
booths offering food, toys, souvenirs, 
sake (rice wine), and carnival enter- 
tainment. But near the halfway point 
on this route stands a tent with the sign 
“Shibata Ruteru Kirisuto Kyokai [Shi- 
bata Lutheran Christian Church] pre- 
sents the life of Christ in pictures.” 
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Sight-seers and booths 
along the Kaji 


Our hearts warm as we enter an 
see several of our new members guidin 
small groups past Sunday school pij 
ture cards and explaining the wonderfif 
story of Christ— how He died an 
rose again to save this world from sii 
The people carry tracts in their hang 
as they leave the tent, some given t 
them by our members, others chose 
from a large tract rack. 

Occasionally one will leave wit 
a new book in his hand and the resolv 
to study more thoroughly what Chri 
tianity claims to be. But soon he | 
lost among tens of thousands of pec 
ple. What will happen to him? Wi 
he always be lost — with the rest 
them? 

In a group of people like this, th 
say, there should be an average of on 
Christian to every 200 people. I ju: 
wonder if among the 7,000 that entere 
our tent at Easter there were 35 Chri: 
tians. Will any of the 7,000 someda 
accept Christ as their Savior? 

In a weak moment we may b 
tempted to say, “I doubt it.” And ye 
just that morning as a result of othe 
evangelism campaigns, nine had bee 
baptized. And here they were alread 
witnessing to their faith. 

Their hearts were filled with joy ¢ 
they witnessed to thousands of peop 
under the cherry blossoms on the banl 
of the Kaji River. They had entere 
a new life with their resurrected Lor 
a life of willing, joyful service to the 
living and reigning King. 
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By 
Lawrence 
E. Meinzen 


ANKARAN WAS GOING TO THE EASTER SERVICE in the 
Lutheran church against his father’s wishes. What 
d the father was not so much the instructions Shan- 
n had been taking as his son’s determination to 
‘Ship in the “feast” of the Resurrection, as Easter 
nown in Keralam. Many Hindu parents agree that 
istianity is the root cause of much strife in Hindu 
ilies. Christians, they feel, stir up people so that 
y no longer honor “old ways.” 


fter a few Easter hymns the leader receives donations for 
e church. Shankaran wonders why almost everyone gives, 
en the poor basket weavers. Gifts in his home are offered 
the family gods only when a favor is sought or ill fortune 
to be prevented. But these Christians give as if it were 
happy habit! 


Pastor Manasseh’s Lutheran Church pajana (carol) group visits 
homes to sing the Easter Gospel. The carolers come to the neigh- 
bor’s home and sing words that now after almost three years of 
Bible study mean Life to Shankaran. He joins the happy singers 
and visits other homes with them. If only he could sing all those 
songs and play the flute like his friend in this picture! 


But Shankaran stuck to his decision. After all, hadn’t 
Panditji broken with religious customs? Why couldn’t 
he, Shankaran, also differ for a good reason? On Easter 
Sunday the family “dissident” went to Pastor Manasseh’s 
church. In this single fact lies a hidden story of victory 
for One in one, Shankaran. 


Now the followers of the risen Lord gather for the Feast 
of the Resurrection. Shankaran feels a little shy at first. 
There is a difference between going to see and going to 
worship like a Christian. “Like a Christian?” He is one! (The 
tarred walls of the church help protect plaster and brick in 
the rainy season.) 


For Easter these Lutherans decorate the walls, ceiling, 
and sometimes the entrance of their church with brightly 
colored paper, flowers, and pictures. Every decoration 
is handmade by members. The cross on the wall was made 
sket weaver. 

De nee is risen! The Lord is risen indeed! Go and 
tell!” After this greeting Pastor Manasseh kneels for the 
confession of sins. Women cover their heads and kneel. 
Men kneel and bow their heads. 


Pastor Manasseh reads from Isaiah 53. So fi 
rich meaning and understandable! “My father 
ligion is all a dry ritual and difficult to grasp. 


” 


is different and stirring,” muses Shankaran. “V 
more, this padiri [pastor] is honest and convi 
in his reading, speaking, and conduct!” 


Pastor Manasseh’s sermon proclaims Jesus’ death- 
shattering victory. Now that Jesus lives, all who 
have been “buried with Him by baptism into 
death” live forever with Him! “Why does this 
preacher remind the people of their misdeeds 
against Jesus?” Shankaran wonders. “This is not 
like the talk we hear from Hindu gurus [teachers 
of religion]. They always stress man’s worthi- 
ness or tell us how to become worthy. This pas- 
tor tells us openly of our worthlessness!” 


“Look at these faces. They’re no different from those 
you see at the market; yet they are not like my father’s 
people. These followers of Jesus are sure that after 
this life they will reign with the God who loves them 
even if they don’t bribe Him with gifts. This God 
appeals to me because of His Son Jesus. I know some 
of these people who have been near death and yet 
have sung their Gospel songs. I guess it’s not they 
but their matham [religion] that I love.” 


By his simple trust in the Christ, Shan- 
karan has become “the apple of His eye.” 
No little joy is reflected in the eyes of 
his fellow Christians, for they know that 
“eye hath not seen nor ear heard... the 
things which God hath prepared for them 
that love Him.’ Because Jesus lives, all 
believers — Shankaran too — shall live! 
That’s all that matters to this young man 
now in this year of our Lord 1959. 


The pastor invites those who have a special offering 
to the risen Lord to bring it forward as a response of 
love, a token of thanksgiving. Some congregations 
make this a regular feature of the service, in addition 
to the usual collection. Poor members bring vegetables, 
eggs, fruits, sometimes a chicken. The proceeds from 
such gifts, which are auctioned off, flow into the church 
treasury. Thus some are able to give more in goods 
than they could in cash. 


Grace Lutheran Church, Vallioor, 
India, under construction 


EASTER POWE 


By Luther W. Meinzen 


Good Friday 1949 


Three children thrown into a well by their jealous fa 
ther! Fights and murders over water rights in and aroun 
drought-stricken Vallioor! 

The news horrified the citizens of this average Indi 
village. It shattered the complacency of the small ban 
of Lutherans, most of them mission teachers, as they lef 
the Good Friday service conducted in a thatched shed o 
the mission compound half a mile away from Vallioor. 

Could Christians remain deaf to the cries of those whi 
did not “know Christ and the power of His resurrection”? 
Christians began to talk and pray about it. 


Easter 1950 


The power of the risen Redeemer was working in the 
lives of His own. “We must move into Vallioor,” the 
said, “and build a new church at the place where Christia 
and non-Christian can most conveniently meet.” 

With the help of Christian brothers across the seasi 
they bought land 100 yards from the huge market places 
20 yards from the main Madras-to-Cape Comorin highways 
right on the edge of the large residential area in which 
nearly one third of Vallioor’s people lived. 

A Christian reading room and a Sunday school began 
to answer immediate needs. A five-class elementary woke 
opened in rented quarters. More than 100 little one 
eagerly listened to the Word of the risen Savior. 


Easter 1951 


The new church, built with a loan from the Church 
Extension Fund, now echoed joyful anthems: “The Lion 


Blind Paul Devadoss (right) and_ his 


as eae center) with those -bap- of Judah has broken death’s strong chains,” “He live 


> 


eternally to save.” Services once attended only by church 
teachers now draw former worshipers of Siva (Hindu deity): 
Blind Paul Devadoss was one in whom the living Lor 
made known His Easter power. At the sickbed of a wealth 
Hindu merchant, this blind saint of God said, “When I ha 
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BERS 


55 confirmation class 


eyes, I was blind. Now that I am blind, I see as I have 
yer seen before. I see God in His love, the love that 
t His Son for me.” 

The merchant recently died with his New Testament 
his hand — virtually the only reading matter he had 
oughout the years of paralyzing illness. 


ster 1953 


Street preaching services. A second Sunday school in 
home of a dedicated Christian woman. 180 children in 
school. Three more adults baptized, buried with Christ 
t they might live the Easter life in His power. 


ster 1955 


Blind Paul was now with His risen and glorified Re- 
mer. But his family, seeing the vision Paul had seen, 
w embraced Jesus, their Savior. The membership of 
church in Vallioor did not claim many of the mighty 
1 powerful of this world, but rather those whom the 
rd had touched by adversity that they might find Him. 
Two sisters who had only recently worshiped the devil 
1 danced in his honor now publicly witnesed to their 
h in Jesus and in His transforming Easter power. Lydia 
ticularly used every chance as a day laborer to tell 
ers that Jesus died and lives. “He even lives in me.” 


ster 1956 


A cemetery. scene. Being buried is a carpenter who 
- a few months ago had hated Christ. But through the 
istian testimony and patient love of this man’s wife 
resurrection might of the Galilean Carpenter’s Son had 
-ked. Now the remains of this man, dead but eternally 
, were borne on the shoulders of his brothers — still 
dus wearing the sacred cord around their necks — to 
‘jstian burial instead of cremation. 


ter 1959 


160 young men and students are studying the Gospel 
Mark, the Gospel of the Easter King. This is the result 
the youth society’s Bible study campaign. 

The Easter power of the risen Savior is at work in the 
s of those who have received Him who is Life Eternal. 
; at work through the spoken and the printed Word. 


The power of the risen Redeemer evidenced over the 
| decade in a village of 15,000 has brought like results 
nany other places of India. And the same life-giving 
cess will continue. Our Savior’s Easter power is India’s 


y hope. 
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Listening to a “Jesus story” 


Lesson in numbers 


Grace Lutheran Church and School, Vallioor 


UP) 


& ‘Dy ophets 


Go, Love Again! 


Hosea 3:1: “Go yet, love a woman — 


heloved of her friend, yet an adulter- 
ess!” 


have been slapped is not easy. To for- 


give our brother seventy times seven — 
times is asking a lot. To persuade a de-_ 


ceived husband to let his wife’s bygone 
_ sins be bygone is something that well- 
nigh only God is able to do. 
And this is what God did enjoin the 
prophet Hosea to do. His wife Gomer 
had been put out of the house because 
of her unfaithfulness. She had even 
- gone and sold herself into slavery. In 
this situation the Lord told Hosea to go 
and love her again! 
_ The prophet was shocked! Should 
_ he again love her who was infatuated 
with another man? Should he again 
love her who flaunted her adultery be- 
fore her husband’s eyes? How could 
_ he do that? 
The Lord showed him a way. He 
_said, “As I love the Children of Israel 
even though they follow other gods.” 
_Hosea’s love was to be a love like 
_ God’s: self-effacing, pardoning, forgiv- 
ing! The Israelites had played the role 
_ of a Gomer many times. Yet God had 
_ always been ready to forgive and to 
take back. Now He asked no less of 
Hosea than He had asked of Himself. 
_. The God of the covenant, ever faith- 
ful to the unfaithful, asks as much of 
us Christians in our relations with one 
another. But the Lord also includes 
a word of counsel to husbands and 
wives who have had serious difficulties. 
__. Have we perhaps been too ready to 
say that when a husband or wife has 
been unfaithful, the wronged party is 
automatically entitled to a divorce? 


Would it not be preferable to propose — 


as an alternative that the injured one 
_ should love again? He certainly has 
_ the right to put his wife away, but if 
_his wife repents, would it not be better 
to forgive and to continue the mar- 
_ riage? God’s word to Hosea did point 
_ In that direction. . 

May the extravagant love of our 
Lord move us as husbands and wives to 
be as unsparing with our love! He 
loves us again and again in spite of our 
recurring faults. Let us love one an- 
other with a like measure of patience 
and long-suffering! 


ALFRED VON ROHR SAUER 
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To turn the other cheek when we _ 


The Sermon in Our Worship 


“The position occupied in Christian 
worship by the Word and the Sacra- 
ments reminds one of a high and mighty 
rock which protrudes above the waters 
of a sea. As the water of the sea rolls 
around the rock, so the sacred forms 
of the Liturgy of the Church form an 
impressive circle around the Word and 
the Sacraments, the heart and center 
of true Christian worship.” These 
words, a free translation from the Ger- 
man, were spoken by Wilhelm Loehe 
(1808—1872), father of the liturgical 
movement in the Lutheran Church. 

The sermon plays an important part 
in the Lutheran Service, for it inter- 
prets and applies the Word of God 
selected by the Church for the day. 
It also helps to prepare people for the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion. 


The Sermon and the Church Year 


History testifies that the worship of 
the Church suffers and declines when 
the sermon is neglected or when it fails 
to interpret and apply the Word of God 
truthfully, relevantly, systematically, 
and in a manner which glorifies God 
and edifies the worshiper. The Refor- 
mation of the 16th century was in large 
part an outspoken protest against the 
neglect and misuse of the sermon. 

To protect the Church and her peo- 
ple against poor and false preaching, 
the Church has adopted the church 
year, and her pastors base their ser- 
mons on selections from the Epistles 
and Gospels, which have been assigned 
by the Church to the Sundays, feasts, 
and festivals of the church year. 


Preaching the Gospel 


The Lutheran Church requires that 
her pastors preach the Gospel of 
Christ Crucified. She thus heeds the 
words of 2 Corinthians. 4:5: “We 
preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus 
the Lord.” The Church insists that the 
Law be preached when and as it is 
needed; her emphasis is, however, on 
true Gospel preaching. 

Such preaching fits perfectly into the 
Lutheran liturgical service of worship. 
Moralistic and “fire and brimstone” 
sermons are unsuited for our worship 
and its liturgy. Sentimental and satirical 
preaching conflict with our mode of 
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worship, which stresses moderation) 
sobriety, and a _ respected type of 
preaching. Good preaching can be in 
spiring and invigorating. 


Preaching and Teaching 


A good preacher is also a good 
teacher. In his younger years Luthe 
stressed that the chief characteristic of 
a sermon should be that it teaches 
A good preacher must, therefore, be 
resourceful, studious, and intelligent. 
We marvel at pastors who have; 
preached to the same congregation for 
many years and yet have no 
“preached themselves out.” 

Calvin and Zwingli also stressed thei 
educational values of the sermon. 
However, they never got beyond this 
point. Luther, on the other hand,| 
stressed in his later years that pastorsy 
preach not only to inform and educates 
but also to exhort, comfort, and inspire. 
While Calvin and Zwingli saw in thei 
preacher chiefly the teacher, Luther 
saw in him also the pastor, the shep- 
herd, a bearer of the good news of thex 
redemption wrought by Jesus Christ. 

A faithful preacher is, above all,/ 
a man of God, a prophet, a preacher of 
righteousness, an instrument of the 
Holy Ghost. Christ warned His dis-: 
ciples and worshipers: “Beware of false} 
prophets, which come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are raven-+ 
ing wolves,” Matthew 7:15. Faithful 
preachers, however, follow the com-} 
mand of Christ: “Go thou and preach 
the kingdom of God.” Luke 9:60. 


Before and After the Sermon 


Most pastors introduce their sermon 
with a benediction. However, they 
need not always do so. Occasionally 
they use a hymn stanza, and on Easter 
Sunday some use: “Christ the Lord is 
risen; He is risen indeed.” 

A benediction called the Votum may 
be used after the sermon. Such a Vo- 
tum is: “May He who hath begun the 
good work in you continue it until the 
day of Jesus Christ. Amen.” Again, 
words other than a Votum may be used. 
Thus on Good Friday pastors may use: 
“The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 
cleanseth us from all sin.” 


WALTER E, BuszIN 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


What's the 
ANSWER ? 


@ Pastor — chairman of church council? 


® Witchcraft — under Second Commandment? 


@ Sponsors doubt — Baptism valid? 


Moses — author of the Pentateuch? 


Question: Who should be 

chairman of the church coun- 
|— the pastor or the president of 
e congregation? 


Answer: Depending on the provisions 

its constitution, a Christian congre- 
tion may elect or appoint any capable 
smber of the council, preferably an 
ler, to be the presiding officer. We 
not believe, however, that the pastor 
ould ordinarily serve in that capacity, 
sugh by virtue of his office (ex 
icio) he is a member of the council. 
yr one thing, the voting membership 
ould be trained for self-government 
d sound Christian leadership. This 
n be accomplished only by actual 
perience. For another, by being the 
2siding officer the pastor would fre- 
ently find himself in the uncomfort- 
le position of having to render de- 
ions which could react unfavorably 
on him and put a strain on the rela- 
nship between himself and some of 
» officers. For a third, he is freer to 
sak to the issues that come before 
» assembly if he is not the chairman. 
Except in the case of very new and 
xperienced congregations, pastors in 
r opinion should leave the conduct 
the council and voters’ meetings to 
sable laymen selected by the congre- 
ion. 


Question: Why did Martin 

Luther place the prohibition 
witchcraft into the Second Com- 
ndment, when it is essentially 
misplaced trust which belongs 
der the First Commandment? 


4nswer: Doubtless Luther was moved 
do this by the type of witchcraft 
ich was practiced in his time and 
ironment. Speaking of this sin,. he 
s: “But it has also been a heinous 
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misuse and witchcraft that they wrote 
this Gospel of John (‘In the beginning 
was the Word’) on a slip of paper, en- 
closed it in a quill or something else, 
and hung it about the neck or else- 
where. Similarly, when it was read 
against thunder and storms, as was cus- 
tomary in popery, even as the sorcerers 
commonly misused the names of Jesus, 
Mary, the four evangelists Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, the holy three 
kings, as well as the words ‘Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews,’ and 
do that in their rascality and wanton- 
MESS COL MAOIs EGItIONs mV Liem l653)) 

The practice and use of witchcraft, 
as Luther here describes it, is indeed 
idolatrous and forbidden in the First 
Commandment. It is, however, also 
a flagrant misuse of God’s name and 
Word and thus a sin against the Second 
Commandment. Accordingly, pastors 
and teachers do well to discuss this 
idolatrous practice under both of these 


commandments. 
2 Question: Is a baptism valid 
if the sponsors profess to be- 
lieve in the Triune God and salvation 
through Jesus Christ, but actually do 
not believe or are outspokenly doubt- 
ful? 


Answer: The validity of Holy Bap- 
tism depends solely on the baptismal 
command and promise of Christ in con- 
nection with which the water is applied 
to the child. It does not depend on the 
faith of the child’s parents or of the 
sponsors or even of the officiating pas- 
tor, so long as the sacrament is ad- 
ministered on behalf of those to whom 
Christ gave the authority, namely, His 
church, Christian people, specifically, 
a Christian congregation. 

Now, if by their own statements the 
people who have been selected to serve 
as sponsors reveal that they do not 
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believe in the God of the Bible or in 
Jesus as their Savior or that they are 
spiritually weak and unstable people, 
they should not be permitted to serve 
in that capacity. While their unbelief 
or doubt does not make the sacrament 
invalid (Rom. 3:3,4), the church 
would be encouraging them in their 
hypocrisy or pretense by having them 
declare in the child’s stead that they 
do so believe. 

Christian sponsorship is not to be 
looked upon as a means of honoring 
close relatives or friends but as an op- ° 
portunity for performing a_ salutary 
Christian service. This implies that 
sponsors should be chosen with care, 
not only as to their Christian and Lu- 
theran understanding and character but 
also as to the concern which they mani- 
fest in the welfare of their own souls. 
? Question: Did Moses write 

the Pentateuch, or first five 
books of the Bible? 


Answer: Both the ancient Jewish and 
the early Christian church have ac- 
cepted the Mosaic authorship of these 
books (L. Fuerbringer, /ntroduction to 
the Old Testament, p. 18), though in 
more recent times strenuous attempts 
have been made to disprove it. The 
considerations which prompted the ac- 
ceptance of the Mosaic authorship of 
these writings may be stated briefly as 
follows: 

1. Moses himself alludes to specific 
directives of the Lord that he write 
things in a book, and also to the fact 
that he had done so, Ex. 17:14; 24:4, 7; 
B42 NUS DCU tans leno lull 
24-26. 

2. Other writers of Old Testament 
books refer to the Book of the Law of 
Moses: Joshua 1:7, 8; 8:31-35; 1 Kings 
23 a Chroneas4 

3. Jesus and the apostles repeatedly 
quote and point to statements that are 
found in the Pentateuch and ascribe 
these to Moses: Matt. 19:4-8 (Gen. 
Dee Migs WL (Bre 336) Iie 
24D aa Ohno 40-47) ROMs O a 
(Leva i8:5))) I Cora 929s (Deuty 254). 


This is but a partial list of the Scrip- 
ture passages which apply to this mat- 
ter; yet a careful study of them, par- 
ticularly those from St. Luke and 
St. John, will strengthen us in our con- 
viction that these books came to us 
from the Holy Spirit through the pen 
of Moses. Unless it can be shown that 
Scripture itself compels us to think 
otherwise, we abide by the Mosaic 
authorship of the Pentateuch as tradi- 
tionally accepted by both Jews and 
Christians, O. E. SoHN 
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The Miracle of Baptism 


MANY OF US SIMPLY TAKE for granted 
the miracle of Holy Baptism. Baptized 
as children, we hardly ever give much 
thought to this sacred act and its sig- 
nificance throughout our life. 

See what all happens in Baptism! 
And then know why we must call it 
a miracle. No other description will do. 


Children of God 


St. Paul says that by Baptism we have 
put on Christ. Baptism has made us 
altogether different people. We are now 
Christians, “the children of God.” 

Consider the implications! Children 
of God — with all the rights and the 
blessings of children! 

By the simple act of Baptism, God 
has done a tremendous thing. He has 
changed us from enemies into friends; 
from haters to lovers; from disinherited 
sinners to heirs — heirs of salvation. 


Sins Forgiven 


Here on earth our Baptism means we 
have sins forgiven, fears driven out, 
terrors calmed. 

Just as soap and water in the basin 
washes our hands and face, so this 
simple water, used with God’s Word, 
cleanses our soul from sin. 

Sin on the soul will bring eternal 
damnation, for “the soul that sinneth, 
it shall die.” But such is the power of 
Baptism that it washes us clean of sin. 


Fear Removed 


The miracle of Baptism also drives 
out fear. Fear of life, of Satan, of 
death, of hell. The child of God can 
say, “Who shall lay anything to the 
charge of God’s elect? It is God that 
justifieth.” 

The child of God can live a fear- 
free life, for nothing need disturb 
him, nothing fret him, nothing bother 
him. He is secure in the hands of Him 
who “shall give His angels charge over 
thee to keep thee in all thy ways.” The 
child of God says with confident faith: 
“We know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to 
His purpose.” 

Satan Defeated 


More than that. We have the Lord 
to help us in the fight against the 
strongest and most persistent foe of all 
— the devil. We are not alone in this 
battle against Satan, who grimly seeks 
to devour us; we can count on God’s 
protection because we are His children. 

God supplies the armor. We need 
only use this armor to defeat Satan. 
The devil plots against us, but we have 
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put on Jesus Christ. In His power we 
are able to resist every attack of Satan. 

And death? Death holds no terrors 
for us. Why should it? Our Father is 
the Lord of life and death. 

He tells us death is only a way to 
eternal happiness. Someone who has 
made a trip to Europe can tell us what 
to take along, what “shots” to take, 
what passports to carry. Because he 
has been through it all, he can tell us 
what to expect. 

Similarly Jesus has been through 
death. He assures us that we need no 
longer fear it. “I am the Resurrection 
and the Life,” He says; “he that be- 
lieveth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live.” 


Transformed People 


Our Baptism also sets us apart. We 
are still in the world but not “of the 
world.” We are different — in our 
speech, our actions, our very life. 

In the kingdom of God we cheer- 
fully perform service, use our talents, 
spend our time, and give our dollars. 

Any burden we bear becomes a real 
service of love to God, and the more 
service the child of God can give, the 
better he likes it. 

What a miracle — our Baptism! 
Made children of God by Baptism, ours 
is the certainty that “He which hath 
begun a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ.” This 
is our confidence as Christians; this is 
the assurance that has been worked in 
us through the miracle of Baptism. 


Adrian, Mich. G. P. DOBBERFUHL 


»K 
Open the Portals 


Open thou the temple’s portals, 
Spread a spray of palm and bay! 
See all nature in her glory, 

Strew her flowers on His way! 
While she on her Maker waits, 
Open thou the temple’s gates! 


“He is risen!” Night is over, 

For the stone is rolled away! 

“We must weep!” — the sigh of midnight! 
“We shall rise!” — the song today! 

Jesus conquered sin and shame! 

Come and swell Christ's song of fame! 


Snowy blossoms grace the altar, 

All God’s house breathes sweet perfume! 
See around the chancel twining 
Gorgeous garlands, beauteous blooms! 
Christ is risen! Gone is night! 

Christ is crowned with lilies of light. 


Reedsport, Oreg. MARTIN LANKOW 
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The Devil Won't 
Let You Alone 


We have in Chicago an 86-year-olp 
retired pastor whose cheerful dispos 
tion and abiding youthfulness of spir 
help keep the rest of us young. He’ 
always available for guest preaching 
assisting at Communion services, ani 
performing other pastoral duties. 

When you offer to have a private ca 
pick him up, he says, “Never ming 
I can come on the bus.” 

In the vestry of Christ Luthera¥ 
Church, Logan Square, Chicago, I re 
cently said to him, “You are an inspira 
tion to your brethren in the minist 
and to their parishioners.” 

Rev. Charles A. Waech replied 
“I enjoy living, for my God and m 
Savior are daily with me. But I mus 
say that the devil brings to mind in 
stances when I as a pastor failed. H 
tells me that I did not always perfor 
my pastoral duties as I should have 
He does this to deprive the Christian o 
the assurance that all his sins are fo 
given in Christ.” 

It is not surprising that the devi 
should attack the vital doctrine of thé 
forgiveness of our sins. The Biblica 
doctrine that we have full forgivenes: 
for the sake of Christ’s merits is th 
chief article of the Christian religio 
and the Christian’s only source 0! 
comfort. 

This being so, Satan, a master stra 
egist, seeks to undermine it. The evi 
Foe wouldn’t bother about the assur} 
ance of forgiveness if it were a margina 
truth of Holy Scripture. Because it if 
the foundation of our comfort, he can’) 
let it alone. 

The devil’s contention to the con: 
trary, the forgiveness of our sins re 
mains the keystone of the Christian’s 
faith and hope. 

We need to keep this truth beford 
us when the Tempter wants to haun 
us with the memories of our failings 
They are all forgiven. God says so. 


Broadview, Ill. RupoLPH NoRDEN 
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Lenten Echoes 
Within Thy burdened heart divine 
A friend has branded his design: 
For Satan’s weavers wove the plot — 
The whisper of Iscariot! 
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How oft our lips have failed Thee, Lord 
Like Simon’s pledge and hasty sword! 
These echoes of my guilt dispel, 
And with Thy Cross within me dwell! 
WALDEMAR B, STREUFERT 
Arlington Heights, Tl. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES! 


ur Church 


1847-1959 


ontending for the Faith 


d’s Word asks all Christians ear- 
to contend for the faith which 
once delivered to the saints 
e3). Our founding fathers and 
loyal successors endeavored to 
out the Lord’s injunction. 
us they showed from Scripture 
Christians cannot expect a mil- 
um, that is, a thousand years’ reign 
hrist on earth before the Final 
ment. Such millenarian teaching 
s neither with Scripture nor with 
Christian Creeds. In Matthew 24 
25 our Lord leaves no room for 
d the Lutheran Augsburg Confes- 
rejects it as a “Jewish opinion.” 
gain, the fathers clarified the doc- 
of the church by showing that the 
ch in its proper sense is the com- 
ion of all believers in Christ, who 
known to God only. Visible con- 
ations or church bodies must be 
ed by the doctrines they teach, and 
ul insistence on unscriptural teach- 
renders spiritual fellowship with 
1 impossible. 
egarding the doctrine of the min- 
they taught, on the basis of Scrip- 
, that, while all believers are spir- 
| priests, the office of the pastoral 
istry is conferred on duly called 
ors by the very call extended to 
1 by the congregation. 
lore complex was the clarification 
1e Scriptural doctrine of the believ- 
eternal election to everlasting life: 
were elected by God from eternity 
are converted in time not in view 
ny merit of our own, but solely by 
’s grace in Christ; a believer should 
sure of his salvation by faith in 
st, who has promised all believers 
paramount blessing. 
hese are some of the doctrines 
+h our church has taught on the 
; of Scripture and the Lutheran 
fessions. Our church’s frank con- 
on of the divine truth has benefited 
aitheran bodies in our country; for 
rally these bodies are more con- 
ative today than they were in 1839. 
founding fathers have shown us 
way to Christian church union by 
ful study of Scripture and the Lu- 
in Confessions. 
the doctrinal affairs of our church 
laymen in the past have taken 
al part, and they must do so still. 
deeds of church members remain 
stian only when their creed remains 
tural. Some years ago our church 
> adopted the Brief Statement on 
t points that originated in recent 
s. Written by our ablest theolo- 
;, the document deserves conscien- 
, study also by our laymen. 
JOHN THEODORE MUELLER 


HH 24, 1959 


Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — synodical 


policies, practices, customs, issues of the day, and so forth. 
Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WITNEsS or of Synod. 


Opinions expressed in 
The Editors 


reserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. The debat i 
t ¢ ) A 5 es will 
be terminated at the discretion of the Editors. - 


Who Has Given What 


Competitive Spirit 


Like M. H., who wrote “Who Has Given 
What” (Feb. 10, 1959, WiTNEss, p. 19), 
I have been disturbed by the practice of 
publishing in an annual report what each 
member has contributed. 

Jesus said, “Take heed that ye do not 
your alms before men to be seen of them 
é But when thou doest thine alms, 
let not thy left hand know what thy 
right hand doeth, that thine alms may be 
im secret. (Matt. 6:1; 3,4) 

If a congregational financial report 
causes members to give out of a com- 
petitive spirit or a desire to show their 
generosity in print, is not that congrega- 
tion encouraging its members to practice 
the kind of charity that is contrary to 


God's Word? Mrs. R. J. LOUBERT 
Cass City, Mich. 


Blind Lead Blind? @ 


A member’s contribution is nobody’s 
business but his own and God’s. Often 
people do not give as much as they should, 
and if they compare themselves with 
others who may not be giving enough, it 
becomes a good case of the blind leading 
the blind. 

I feel that the bad feeling and the temp- 
tation to criticize caused by publishing 
personal contributions far outweigh any 
good purpose they may serve. 

JAMES H. MCMICKING 

Detroit, Mich. 


Associates Sums with Persons 


Although I received a list over a year 
ago, I still associate sums of money 
given with persons in our congregation. 
Through no effort on my part those figures 
have become fixed in my mind. It has 
been a stumbling block in my attitude 
toward my fellow members. Because I am 
quite certain that I couldn’t possibly be 
the only person affected this way, I feel 
the practice should be abolished. 

BEATRICE M. MCLAUGHLIN 

Akron, Ohio 


Merely Giving Back 


We are merely giving back to the Lord 
a small fraction of material wealth He 
has given us to use. Does public informa- 
tion induce people to give as much as 
our economic system permits? 

Any Lutheran who gives as much as, 
or more than, his fellow parishioner sim- 
ply because he does not wish to be called 
a shirker is giving “buttons.” 

If every Lutheran would first open his 


heart, his billfold wouldn’t be so hard 
to find when the opportunity came to 
give. 

California Wasal 
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Good Order to Give Account 


1 Corinthians 14:40 says, “Let all things 
be done decently and in order.” It is 
good order for the church to give full 
account of its stewardship to the congre- 
gation by publishing in detail all sources 
of income. 

Luke 16:2 says, “Give account of thy 
stewardship.” The report of contributions 
gives each member an opportunity to check 
whether his offerings were duly received 
and recorded. 

Jesus praised the alms of a poor widow 
who in His opinion had given much, con- 
sidering her circumstances. Members may 
judge the performance of fellow members, 
provided they judge charitably. 

“Let not thy left hand know what thy 
right hand doeth” applies to givers who 
boast of their own liberality; it does not 
apply where others (as Jesus and Paul) 
make favorable mention of good givers. 

PAUL E. WIEGNER 

Bruno, Sask., Can. 


Do Something About It! 


If every family would carefully scan 
the pages of “Who Has Given What,” and 
prayerfully ask, “Have I contributed as 
the Lord has prospered me?” and, after 
a round of comments about members and 
their contributions, do something about 
it (commend members who have given 
richly of their time and talents and ad- 
monish those who have erred, that they, 
too, may enjoy sharing with Him who has 
given His all for us), the report would 
accomplish what it was meant to do. 

Many practices of congregations are 
abused, but we should at all times put 
the best construction on everything and 
encourage others to do likewise. 

GEORGE F. BRINGEWATT 

Grand Forks, N. Dak. 


Spurs to Greater Effort 


In many cases a contributor who feels 
he is doing his share may be spurred to 
greater effort by the sacrifices of his fel- 
low members. Without an individual re- 
port a contributor may lose his sense of 
values concerning church giving. He may 
feel that his contribution is quite ample 
though budget needs have increased and 
a different pattern of giving has emerged. 

Vallonia, Ind. Don STUCKWISH 


Follow Our Footsteps 


In this matter of giving, a brother will 
follow our footsteps sooner than he will 


follow our advice. If our footsteps are 
covered, he can’t follow. 
Palmyra, Mo. WILLIAM BODE 
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Mystery of the Lost Lighter 


‘Did anybody see my lighter?” asked 
Bob one evening after searching coat, 
trousers, desk, mantel, and every other 
likely place. 

“Not I,” came from the various 
rooms where Babs, Billy, and Bart hap- 
pened to be. 

“Perhaps you lost it,” called Betty 
from the kitchen. Since she had given 
her husband the lighter for Christmas, 
there was a suggestion of disappoint- 
ment and rebuke in her voice. 

But Bob wouldn’t accept that solu- 
tion. He was too careful to lose any- 
thing, he insisted. 

Just then Babs noticed Billy writing 
with a new pen. ‘“Where’d you get the 
new pen?” she asked. 

“I swapped something for it with 
one of the kids at school,” Billy replied. 
“He had two pens.” 

“You're sure you didn’t swap Dad’s 
lighter for it?” Babs asked, thinking 
she had solved the mystery. 

“T didn’t!” screamed Billy, jumping 
up in anger at the false accusation. 

Betty hurried in to see what the 
trouble was. Billy told her, “Babs 
thought maybe I traded Dad’s lighter 
for this pen, but I only swapped a puz- 
Zien 

Rebuking Babs sharply, Betty said, 
“T think you should ask Billy to forgive 
you for even thinking such a thing and 
especially for saying it.” 

“But why didn’t Billy say he traded 
a puzzle? He just said he swapped it 
for ‘something.’ What was I to think?” 
countered Babs. 

“We must learn to ‘put the best con- 
struction on everything’ and not accuse 
anyone falsely,” Betty replied. “False 
accusations nailed our Lord to the 
cross —our sins of false accusation, 
too.” 

That reminder stabbed Babs like 
a sword. She was sorry and told Billy 
so. That night she also asked God to 
forgive her for Jesus’ sake. 

Two days later, when Betty was 
cleaning, she found the lost lighter — 
under the cushion of the easy chair, 
where it had slipped out of Bob’s 
pocket. E, A. K. 
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FOUNDATION 


(Continued from page 7) 


Church — Missouri Synod and groups 
and activities conducted within it. 
Synod’s Board of Directors will decide 
whether a given undertaking is recog- 
nized as being a distinctively Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod _ enterprise. 
The Foundation’s Board of Trustees 
will, in consultation with the Board of 
Directors, resolve upon the specific ap- 
propriations. 


Will corporations also be invited to 
use the Foundation as a medium for 
appropriations to charity? 


Approved corporations will also be 
invited to use the channels of the Foun- 
dation in making their charitable grants. 


Can gifts to the Foundation be re- 
voked if the donor finds himself in un- 
foreseen financial straits? 


Not normally, unless this condition 
is stipulated at the time the donation 
is made. If the gift is revocable, no 
deduction may be claimed on an in- 
come-tax return. Moreover, the Foun- 
dation would have difficulty in planning 
its program if gifts were revocable. 


Is the Foundaffon set up primarily 
on an endowment-fund basis, with the 
income from investments supplying 
funds for a designated cause? 


Primarily any foundation distributes 
the earnings of investments rather than 
the capital funds themselves. However, 
the Foundation can make appropria- 
tions from either principal or income. 
Designated funds always go directly 
for the purpose intended. 


How does a person go about making 
a bequest through the Foundation? 


There are members of our church 
who have sometimes entertained the 
idea of making a bequest to our Synod 
for missions, education, or some other 
purpose. Somehow, however, they 
never “get around to” carrying their 
plans to fulfillment. Perhaps they may 
not quite know how to go about it, or 
they may hesitate to discuss it with their 
pastor or an attorney. The Foundation 
offers such people an opportunity to 
carry out their intentions. A letter or 
call to the Foundation’s office at 210 
North Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo., will 
bring advice and assistance. 


Can property be left in a trust during 
the lifetime of a widow and then turned 
over to the Foundation? 


Yes, if an approved trust is es- 
tablished by the terms of a lifetime 
trust, or if a trust is established by the 
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terms of a will. There can be tax ; al 
vantages to this type of arrangemer 


Is the Foundation equipped to 
dle annuities? 


Yes indeed! Annuities are a sow 
tried, and tested channel through whit 
members of our church and _ the 
friends can make a substantial gift 
retain the income therefrom durii 
their lifetime. Additional informatio, 
together with tables of rates of retuy 
for single and joint annuities, are ava 
able on request. The purchase of su 
an annuity will also give rise to ani 
come-tax deduction. 


ut 


What is the advantage of namin 
the Foundation the beneficiary of 
life-insurance policy? 


By making nominal premium pa¥ 
ments on an insurance policy namit 
the church as permanent beneficiary 
a person is able to make a substanti, 
donation to the work of our Synod 
often much greater than would othes 
wise be the case. Such premium pay 
ments are deductible on income-tax ra 
turns as religious contributions. 


Why should a person consider gi ‘ini 
real estate or securities to the Four 


dation? 


Such gifts to the Foundation Cali 
relieve elderly people of burdensom 
cares and at the same time assure ther 
that these assets will be used in thi 
work of the Savior’s kingdom in 
accord with their wishes. | 
incidentally, may offer especially att 
tractive income-tax advantages, sinci 
they are deductible at current marke 
value even though the original purchast 
price may have been lower 


What assurance can be given that th 
Foundation is safe? 


The full integrity of our church an 
the laws of the State of Missouri stan 
behind the Foundation. Its Board o 
Trustees are men of unquestionable in 
tegrity, ability, and judgment, and the 
principles and policies of operation are 
conservative and sound. 


How will the Foundation be man 
aged? 


By a Board of Trustees consistin; 
of 9 to 39 members responsible to Syn 
od’s Board of Directors. Present mem 
bers are Dr. E. J. Gallmeyer, For 
Wayne, chairman; Henry W. Buck 
Kansas City, Kans., secretary; John W 
Boehne, Jr., Chevy Chase, Md., treas 
urer; Leslie G. Allenstein, Gadsden 
Ala.; Dr. John W. Behnken, St. Louis 
Dr. E. T. Bernthal, Detroit; and W. P 
Rucklos, Pasadena, Calif. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


is the Foundation already in opera- 
n? 
While the Foundation has been le- 
ly incorporated in the State of Mis- 
iri and is operating, it is subject to 
al ratification by the San Francisco 
\odical convention. Because Synod 
1958 had a deficit of about 
500,000 and because this lack of 
ids necessitated cutbacks in missions 
1 education, it seemed imperative to 
in motion plans which would, un- 
' God’s blessing, channel additional 
yport into our church’s work. 


Will synodical funds pay the Foun- 
ion’s operating costs? 


We sincerely hope that after Synod 
; at San Francisco approved the crea- 
n of the Foundation, it will in the 
ir future become self-supporting. 


What can the Foundation accomp- 
1, Say in ten years, that would con- 
vably remain undone without the 
undation? 


The complete answer to this question 
sends on the blessing of Almighty 
id and the extent to which our conse- 
ted Christian people will utilize the 
vice of the Foundation. Those as- 
iated with the Foundation hope, 
wever, that before long (and a period 
ten years should be a good working 
t) the Foundation may assume 
substantial portion of the capital- 
estment items currently included in 
synodical budget. If this can be 
omplished, it will render very sub- 
ntial assistance to our church. 


Why do you think the members of 
e Lutheran Church — Missouri 
10d should be encouraged to get be- 
d the Foundation? 


[wo important reasons: 

first: The mighty challenges con- 
nting our church on every hand. At 
ne and abroad God has given our 
od exceptional opportunities for 
aching the Gospel to lost and dy- 
“sinners. Our heavenly Father has 
ced before us “a great door and 
ctual.” The exploding population 
this country and more especially in 
er lands presents the Christian 
irch of the 20th century with a tre- 
ndous opportunity. 

second: The great need for addi- 
1al financial resources, as repre- 
ted by the synodical deficit and the 
in income, when compared with the 
tness of the missionary challenge 
fronting our church. The Founda- 
1 sincerely hopes that it will be able 
supplement Synod’s income and thus 
) to relieve the present rigid limita- 
is confronting the synodical budget. 
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District Conventions 
Brazil 


Jan, 25—Feb. 2, 1959 
Porto Alegre, R.G.S. 


The Brazil District, moving toward 
eventual self-government and self-support, 
has pulled together Missions, Higher Ed- 
ucation, Parish Services (including Parish 
Education, Stewardship, and Evangelism), 
and Finances into four committees form- 
ing an executive board. 


Circuits were also rearranged to help 
reach into every congregation with the 
church’s program. Plans were made to 
broaden the scope of mission outreach to 
all people and all sections of Brazil. Pol- 
icles were set up to help mission parishes 
more readily to become self-supporting. 

Synod is to be petitioned at its San 
Francisco convention to start immediately 
with the erection of proseminary buildings 
at Sao Paulo instead of Rio, to follow with 
a set of buildings for a proseminary and 
teacher-training school at Sao Leopoldo, 
and to plan renovation of the buildings at 
the Porto Alegre seminary. 


Rev. E. August Krieser will head an 
effort similar to Synod’s “Conquest for 
Christ” to gather at least Cr. 8,000,000 
(about $433,000) from all the members of 
the church in Brazil for its new institu- 
tions. This is the first time such an effort 
is planned for Brazil. 


A literature program directed by Dr. 
Paul W. Schelp and Dr. Hans Rottmann 
looks to the publishing of the first Prot- 
estant commentary on the whole Bible 
ever to appear in the Portuguese language. 
Portuguese materials are also to be made 
available for congregational stewardship 
and evangelism efforts. 


District President Arnoldo W. Schneider 
will represent Brazil at the San Francisco 
convention. A. H. GRUMM 


Argentine 


Jan. 28—Feb. 3, 1959 
Crespo, Entre Rios 


Last September leaders of the District 
met with Synod’s First Vice-President 
Arnold Grumm and Rev. Arthur Haake 
to consider a forward-looking program for 
all the congregations in this country. The 
Crespo convention took action to get this 
program under way. 

During Lent 1960 a Mission Week is to 
be conducted in every congregation, for 
which 1959 is to be the year of prepara- 
tion. New fields are to be explored. 

Despite a real economic crisis caused by 
an enormous inflation, the convention 
adopted a budget for District and Synod 
three times that of the previous year. 
A workshop on stewardship was held, and 
the Visitors will present the program to 
the congregations in their circuits. 

The plan to reorganize the work of the 
District was accepted and is to be intro- 
duced in the coming year. 

High school students will again be re- 
ceived at Crespo. Enrollment at the Villa 
Ballester seminary promises to be the 
largest in history. 

“Man’s Fall into Sin” (German) and 
“The Danger of Indifferentism” (Spanish) 
were the convention essays. 

First Vice-President Edgar Kroeger will 
represent the District at the San Francisco 
convention. FR. LANGE 
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Deaths 


JOHN H. AM ENp, Feb. 24, 1874, Dues- 
seldorf, Germany, to Feb. 9, 1959, Wa- 
conia, Minn.; son of Herman and Friede- 
rika Hoehner Am End; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1899; parishes: Parker, S. Dak.; 
Avon and Wagner, S.Dak.; Red Lake 
Falls and Wylie, Minn.; Cologne, Minn., 
1920—43, when he retired. Survivors: 
Mathilda Kothe Am End; sons Rev. Victor, 
Arthur; daughters Paula Rolf, Adele Hoff- 
mann, Gertrude Paige, Wilma Thompson, 
and Elfrieda. Funeral: Feb. 13, 1959, 
Waconia; interment, Zion Lutheran Cem- 
etery near Cologne. 


ARTHUR J. BINNEBOESE, Dec. 24, 1894, 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wis., to Jan. 26, 1959, 
Roselle, [ll.; son of Henry and Ida Dick- 
mann Binneboese; graduated River Forest 
teachers college, 1916; schools: Long Prai- 
rie, Minn.; Roselle, Ill., 1920—59. Sur- 
vivors: Ramona Hitzemann Binneboese; 
sons Arthur, Victor, and Harold; daughter 
Naomi Richert. Funeral: Jan. 29, 1959, 


Roselle. 
Henry A. GRUEBER, Nov. 21, 1877, 
Frankenmuth, Mich., to Feb. 13, 1959, 


Milwaukee, Wis.; son of John and Mar- 
garet Loesel Grueber; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1901; D.D., 1939; parishes: 
Mount Pleasant, Mich.; Saginaw, Mich.; 
Milwaukee, Wis., 1919—48; President, 
South Wisconsin District, 1921—32; Vice- 
President of Synod, 1932—47; chairman, 
Synod’s Board for Higher Education, 1932 
to 1951. Survivors: Dorothea Nuechterlein 
Grueber; son Henry; daughters Clara East- 
man, Elsie Ferguson, Adele Johnston. 
Funeral: Feb. 17, 1959, Milwaukee; in- 
terment, Graceland Cemetery. 


HERMAN B. KOHLMEIER, Dec. 19, 1871, 
Eitzen, Houston Co., Minn., to Feb. 5, 
1959, Fort Wayne, Ind.; son of Henry and 
Katherine Burmester Kohlmeier; grad- 
uated St. Louis seminary, 1894; parishes: 
Jasper and Pipestone, Minn.; Auburn and 
Garrett, Ind.; New Haven, Ind.; Super- 
intendent, Lutheran Deaconess Associa- 
tion, 1932—41, when he retired. Sur- 
vivors: sons Rey. Theodore, George, and 
Rev. Waldemar; daughters Irene Schlem- 
mer, Nathilie Kruse, Ruth Staab, Esther 
Fahlsing, Johanna Rafert, Lydia Luecke, 
Beata Bussert, Tabea Kruger, Gretchen 
Wiedman. Funeral: Feb. 8, 1959, Fort 
Wayne; interment, Emmanuel Church 
Cemetery, New Haven, Ind. 


ANTON T. LANDSMANN, Feb. 12, 1883, 
New York City, N. Y., to Feb. 11, 1959, 
Tulsa, Okla.; graduated Addison teachers 
college, 1903; schools: Luzerne, Iowa; 
Lyons, Iowa; Wausau, Wis.; Lockport, 
N. Y.; Adrian, Mich.; Rock Island, IIL; 
Ute, Iowa; Fort Smith, Ark.; Freistatt, Mo. 
Survivors: daughters Clara Degner and 
Magdalene Lampe. Funeral: Feb. 14, 
1959, Tulsa, Okla.; interment, Freistatt, 
Mo. 


Francis C. McGratu, Jr., Sept. 4, 
1927, Astoria, N. Y., to Feb. 4, 1959, New 
York, N. Y.; son of Francis and Julia 
Porter McGrath; graduated Springfield 
seminary, 1953; M.A., Columbia Uni- 
versity, 1954; parishes: Asst., Bogota, 
N.J.; Elmhurst, N.Y. Survivors: Mar- 
guerite Mattfeld McGrath. Funeral: Feb. 
6, 1959, Elmhurst; interment, Flushing 
Cemetery. 
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Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


Installed: PASTORS 


Baldwin, Richard E., Trinity, Cottage Grove, 
Oreg., by Martin Lankow, Feb. 8. , 
Binger, E. A., addl. charge, Zion, Harbine, 

Nebr., by John H. Rengstorf, Feb. 1. 

Brandt, Arlan H., St.Paul, Eden, N.Y., by 
Pres. G. M. Karkau, Feb. 8. 

Haupt, Ross E., Trinity, Pine Bluff, Ark., by 
Ernest A. Brockmann, Feb. 8. 

Hoener, Kenneth E., Our Savior, Centereach, 

.I., N. Y., by Paul E. Holls, Feb. 8. 

Huzxhold, Harry N., Good Shepherd, Palos 
Park, Ill., by M. F. Nicolaus, Feb. 15. 

Lang, Edward M., St. John, Beardstown, and 
Rushville, Ill., by Marvin Matzke, Feb. 8. 
Langhans, Clarence, St. John, Spokane, Wash., 

by Theo. E. Dorpat, Feb. 1. 

Leber, Howard H., Bethany, Trenton, N. J., by 
O. H. Bertram, Feb. 8. ; 

Liefer, A. C., St.John, San Benito, Tex., by 
H. A. Heckmann, Feb. 1. 

Ludwig, Richard C., Zion, Decatur, Ind., by 
Harry H. Behning, Feb. 1. ’ 

Maassel, Paul F., addl. charge, First, Hanks, 
N. Dak., by Arnold E. Fischer, Feb. 1. ? 
Marten, Oscar, St. Luke, New Richmond, Wis., 

by Harold Winter, Feb. 1. 1% 

Miller, Donald, addl. charge, Trinity, (Town 
Lowell) Reeseville, Wis., by Otto J. Hoff- 
mann, Feb. 1. 

Pelikan, Jaroslav J., Jr., asst., Good Shepherd, 
Palos Park, Ill., by M. F. Nicolaus, Feb. 15. 

Richert, Daniel H., St. Paul, New Boston, 
Mich., by Otto F. Krupski, Feb. 1. 

Roehl, Donald D., Trinity, Pasco, Wash., by 
D. C. Schroeder, Feb. 1. : 

Schaefer, Walter C., First, Hot Springs, Ark., 
by E. W. Callies, Feb. 15. F 
Schilling, William, St. John, New Haven, Mich., 

by Albert P. Knoll, Feb. 1. 

Scholz, August A., St. Paul, Clarence Center, 
N. Y., by Ernest E. Heuer, Feb. 8. 

Truog, Otto N., Immanuel, Hankinson, N. Dak., 
by Henry Fry, Feb. 1. 


Inducted: 

Wildgrube, Erich H., Jr., as assistant professor, 
St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo., by Lam- 
bert J. Mehl, Jan. 25. 


TEACHERS 


Becker, Elmer H., St. Paul, Chicago Heights, 
Ill., by Arthur A. Brauer, Feb. 8. 

Pohland, Paul A., Zion, Belleville, Ill., by H. 
F. Neunaber, Feb. 1. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Edwin L. Coyner, Vicksburg, Miss., has 
been appointed Visitor of Circuit 5N to suc- 
ceed Rev. Ross Haupt, who has accepted a call 
into another District. — Epcar HomMRIGHAUSEN, 
President, Southern District. 


The Board of Electors of Concordia Theo- 
logical Seminary, Springfield, I1l., will meet at 
the seminary, April 10, at 10 A.M., to elect 
a president for the institution. — B. H. SrncKe, 
D.D., Secretary, Board of Control. 


Election Results 


The Board of Electors of Concordia Senior 
College met on Feb. 27, at Fort Wayne, Ind., 
with the following results: 


Dr. John Klotz, River Forest, Ill., was called 
to the department of natural sciences with the 
rank of professor; 

Rev. Warren Rubel, Concordia, Mo., was 
called to the department of English with the 
rank of associate professor; 

Dr. Harold Haas was advanced to the rank 
of associate professor in the department of 
psychology; 

Rev. Ronald Goerss, Los Angeles, Calif., was 
offered an appointment as assistant professor 
in the department of religion.— Attan H. 
Fepprer, Secretary. 


Rev. Wilbert J. Fields has declined the call 
to the presidency of St. John’s College, Win- 
field, Kans. The call has now been extended 
to Prof. Karl W. Keller of Portland, Oreg. — 
Rev. Leo J. Fenske, Secretary, Board of 
Control. 


Call for Additional Senior College 
Nominations 


Pursuant to the authorization of the Board 
for Higher Education, the Board of Control of 
Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
hereby invites the congregations of Synod to 
propose additional candidates to complete the 
Senior College teaching staff. Nominations in 
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the following departments of instruction are 
requested: 

1. Psychology. Candidates should have ad- 
equate graduate credit in specific courses in 
psychology, together with a strong background 
in theology. 

2. German. Candidates should have grad- 
uate preparation for teaching courses in Ger= 
man literature and particularly in theological 
German. 

3. Religion. Candidates should be prepared 
by graduate study and pastoral experience for 
the teaching of ‘Christian witness” courses. 
In addition to the study of the Biblical and 
historical aspects of the Christian witness, pas- 
toral experience in areas involving a_ wide 
variety of contact with the unchurched will 
be of great value to the instructor in these 
courses, since they do not specialize in exeget- 
ical or systematic theology. 


This call for additional nominees is in ac- 
cord with the provisions of the original re- 
quest for nominations which appeared in the 
LuTHERAN WitTNEss of July 5, 1955. All nom- 
inations made in response to previous requests 
in official church papers remain in force and 
need not be repeated. 


I. If candidates proposed for election do not 
hold a graduate academic degree in their 
teaching field, they must be in a position to 
complete the requirements at a very early 
date. Their professional experience must com- 
ply BES the provisions of Handbook Section 
AM 

In addition to these professional qualifica- 
tions of training and experience, candidates 
should have a specific interest in the work of 
developing young men for Christian leader- 
ship, since faculty duties at the college will 
include, in addition to subject-matter com- 
petence and classroom teaching, an active 
sharing of responsibility for the entire pro- 
gram of ministerial training. 


II. The Board reserves the prerogative of 
calling nominees to departments or positions 
other than those to which they are nominated 
if the training or experience of nominees qual- 
ifies them for such positions. 

III. All nominations, together with relevant 
personal and academic data, must be mailed 
not later than April 14, 1959, to Rev. C. E. 
AuLicK, Secretary, Board of Control 3225 
Crescent Ave., Fort Wayne 3, Ind. 


(NE PI EET SINE LENE ET SIN ELT IE SED DEEP LI LAE EL BIEL IE SELES LET OND, 
The next issue of 
THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 
will bring 


information on the 


SAN FRANCISCO CONVENTION 
June 17 to 27 


TATE EES I PTS PTS END 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Beck, Hubert, 909 Lincoln, Charleston, Ill. 

Boeche, Harold, 422 ““D” Ave., Corona, Calif. 

Dillog; Wayne A., 4715 Griggs, Houston 21, 
ex 


Feinsinger, Frederick W., 63-13 Dieterle 
Crescent, Rego Park 74, N. Y. 

Gardels, Norman R., 1425 Alvar St., New 
Orleans 17, La. 

Loesch, L. H., 1212 E. Lakeview Ave., Pen- 


sacola, Fla. 
Meyers John F., 1806 Copeman St., Flint 4, 
ich, 
Otto, Ewald T., em., 2700 Chestnut St., 
Quincy, Ill. 


Palechek, Albert G., Star Route, Box 69, 
Finlayson, Minn. 

Schilling, William, 30880 Clark Ave., New 
Haven, Mich. 

Winter, Alfred F., 618 S. Frederick, Sta- 
tion C, Box 2178, Evansville, Ind. 


Teachers: 


Dittberner, A. David, 2711 Stillwater Rd., 
St. Paul 9, Minn. 

Ehlert, Laird C., 518 N. Second Ave., Wau- 
sau, Wis. 

Ford, Warren S., 2456 Asbury St., Indian- 
apolis 3, Ind. 

Gutz, Carl F., em., 1010 W. Fifth St., Storm 
Lake, Iowa 

Hohmann, Vincent J., 1334 Moll St., N. Ton- 

_ awanda, N. Y. 

Iiten, Arthur C., em., 10343 S. Cole Rd., 
Whittier, Calif. 

Marty, Myron, 1927 Bainbridge, St. Louis 
14, Mo. 

Meyr, Albert E., 1446 Selleck St., Crete, Il. 

Moritz, Homer, 273 Highland Ave., Elm- 
hurst, Il. 
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etters 


Letters to this department must be 
signed. Names will be withheld upon 
request. The opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Editors, who 
may reject, print in full, or omit matter 
not pertinent. 


Lay Minister of Music, Education 


In January our church, Redeemer Lu 
theran, engaged a layman, Martin H. Bohl| 
sen, aS minister of music and education} 

He has been a member of Bethany Lod 
theran Church, Omaha, Nebr. After 20 
years as an employee | 
of the Omaha Na- 
tional Bank, he has 
since 1945 operated 
his own  clock-and- 
watch-repair shop. 

Mr. Bohlsen will be 
in charge of all music 
in the parish, specifi- 
cally organizing and 
directing senior and 
junior choirs and de- 
veloping choral sing- 
ing in the Christian 
day school. 

Leadership and guidance is expected of} 
him also in Sunday school and Bible class 
promotion and expansion. 

Planning and directing an ongoing adult) 
evangelism program and formulating and 
stimulating the congregation’s stewardship 
efforts, including every-member visitation,} 
are also among his duties. 


(REv.) Tosias H. JOECKEL 
South Gate, Calif. 


Note: The Committee on Enlisting and 
Training the Laity, 210 N. Broadway, 
St. Louis 2, Mo., has a list of 30 men 
applying for full-time positions in the 
church, such as business managers of in- 
stitutions, congregations, or Districts, and 
evangelism workers. These are consecrated i 
laymen with business experience who want 
to serve their Lord more directly. Copies« 
of their applications will on request bet 
mailed to interested congregations or in- + 
stitutions. ; 


M. H. Bohlsen 
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“Nothing Else’? 


Doesn’t enough happen in our ownf 
Synod without resorting to Pope Johnf 
XXIII or a history of the popes in order} 
to fill the pages of the WITNESS? 

I can hardly pick up a newspaper but 
what some story about the pope appears. 
And now I get my WITNEss, and guess 
what? More about the pope. j 

If there is nothing else to write about, 
I shall tell my congregation to cancel my 
subscription. ‘ 

I have always enjoyed reading the WIT- 
NESS from cover to cover, and now to 
have to see the above mentioned in its 
pages — well, this is not for me. | 

Epw. H. BuscH ~ 

North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Mary’s Patronage Again — U nasked 


Have just received the Feb. 24 issue of 
our WITNEss. Having read “Shall It Be?” 
(p. 10), I have to realize that I have been 
placed under the patronage of Mary a sec- 
ond time in my life — without being asked. 

A couple years ago, still living in Ger- 
many, we German Lutherans to our great 
astonishment read in a paper that during 
the “Marian Year” the whole of Germany 
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is been consecrated to the ‘Immaculate 
art of Mary.’” ; 

f the good Protestant Americans would 
lize what they are getting into with 
ir labile attitude toward Catholicism! 
soon as it has gained the majority, all 
mises about tolerance will be forgotten 
the Catholic Church, and the Ameri- 
Swill have to learn what intolerance 
as — disguised, veiled intolerance, nat- 
ly. 


Vestal, N. Y. (Mrs.) FRIEDA BRUEHL 


ldendum to Report 


Phe release covering the gist of the 
jority report of the Synodical Survey 
mmission which appears on page 3, 
Ir issue of March 10, leaves the impres- 
1 that all whose names are listed at the 
| of the article have subscribed to the 
ort. 

ince Mr. Fred C. Rutz and the under- 
ied are opposed to the report, will you 
dly say so in your next issue? 


st. Louis, Mo. JOHN C. BAuR 


TE: Subsequent to the February meet- 

of the Synodical Survey Commission 
| the release of its report to the WIT- 
3s, Dr. J. C. Baur. a member of the 
mmission, informed the chairman that 
would present a minority report to the 
vention. Later the information was 
eived that Fred C. Rutz, a member of 
Commission, would support Dr. Baur 
his action. At this writing the minority 
ort itself has not been sent to the 
irman. As soon as it is received, it 
| be given to the President of Synod 
transmission to the convention. 


ARNOLD H. GrumMM, Chairman 
Synodical Survey Commission 


¢ Son Built Kodaikanal Cross 


the cross in the enclosed picture is 
ut to be hoisted up on the tower of 
n Lutheran Church, Kodaikanal, South 
ia. Nine feet high and lighted with 
watts, it shone down 8,000 ft. to the 
ns below, on the eve of Palm Sunday 
every evening of Holy Week 1958. 
ny people were impressed by the sight. 
‘he cross was built by my son, Albert 
Hennig, principal of Koehne Memorial 
heran School, Kodaikanal. Funds for 
cross were supplied by the LWML of 
st Lutheran Church, Fort Smith, Ark. 


lort Smith, Ark. Mrs. O. E. HENNIG 


rkmen prepare to hoist cross: to 
er of Zion Church, Kodaikanal. 
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Our Outreach for Christ 


Report of Synod’s Treasurer 


Districts 


Alberta and British Columbia 
Atlantic 

California and Nevada 
Central 

Central Illinois 
Colorado 

Eastern 

English 
Florida-Georgia 
Iowa East 

lowa West 

Kansas 

Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Montana 

North Dakota 
North Wisconsin 
Northern Illinois 
Northern Nebraska 
Northwest 
Oklahoma 

Ontario 

South Dakota 
South Wisconsin 
Southeastern 
Southern 

Southern California 
Southern Illinois 
Southern Nebraska 
Texas 

Western 


Total from Districts 
Sundry Sources (Estimate) 


Operating Statement 1959 


Required Feb. 1 to March 1 
Received Feb. 1 to March 1 


The first month of 1959 shows a 22% 
gain in congregational receipts over the 
first month of 1958: 


Received, Feb. 28, 1959 ______ $890,906 
Received, Feb. 28, 1958 ____- 730,060 
Gale ee ee ee $160,846 


Thine is the power and the glory, 
O Lord! ; 

The second column of figures above is 
to help make this report more meaningful: 

i, Tine ious genl tore IS) is 
$16,500,000 as set by the Fiscal Confer- 
ence, consisting of three representatives 
from each of the 32 North American Dis- 
tricts. 

2. The Districts accepted $15,670,095 
of the goal, although the congregations 
have not as yet completely underwritten 
this figure. 

3. In the second column of figures is 
listed 1/12, or one month’s portion, of 
the goal accepted by each District. 


4, Expected from sundry sources is 
about $600,000, or an average of $50,000 
per month. 


Budget Receipts for 


February 1959 1/12 of Goal 


$ 3,881.74 $ pres 
45,411.46 66,667 
25,833.33 25,833 
71,376.36 106,250 
42,333.33 42,333 
16,250.00 16,250 
20,800.75 32,667 
47,349.08 75,000 
7,134.27 7,083 
27,550.00 27,550 
28,892.00 46,917 
24,000.00 37,083 
—_ 5,833 
72,543.62 113,750 
67,758.50 118,333 
= 5,833 
9,752.39 14,458 
24,731.60 51,250 
47,480.92 90,417 
14,064.63 28,750 
25,697.03 25,417 
10,274.50 10,250 
12,450.00 12,500 
11,844.94 19,167 
41,849.97 75,000 
23,500.00 23,500 
9,583.33 9,583 
21,666.67 21,667 
20,241.56 27,500 
22,906.75 33,167 
30,000.00 38,333 
63,747.39 91,667 
$ 890,906.12 $1,305,841 
50,000 


$1,375,000.00 
890,906.12 


$ 484,093.88 


If the $16,500,000 budget is to be 
reached, it will be the responsibility of 
each District to help and encourage the 
congregations of its area to attain and 
even go beyond the District goal. 

REMEMBER! This $16,500,000 budget 
continues some of the cutbacks made in 
1958 in all areas of work (not only in 
missions). This was done in the hope of 
achieving a balanced budget. Such cut- 
backs cannot, however, become a regular 
part of future plans if the church is to 
continue to go forward in Jesus’ name. 
Therefore the contributions of the church 
should catch up with the budget in 1959. 

How can you as an individual help in 
reaching the $16,500,000 goal for the 
necessary Kingdom work of your Savior 
ha IIIS)? 

1. You can pray for God’s Spirit in 
Jesus’ name to fill you and your fellow 
members with love and zeal for Kingdom 
work. 

2. You can make sure that your con- 
gregation is ready to do its proportionate 
share of this work. 

ARNOLD H. GRUMM 
Synod’s First Vice-President 
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_ Are You Living’on the § 
- Wrong Side of Easter? 


Order through your church office, 
church book display, or directly 
on this coupon. 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send me these inspiring books by Riess: 
No. 6W1075, FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS, @ $2.50 
No. 15W1700, THE SECRET OF BEAUTIFUL LIVING, @ $1.75 


! enclose $ 


(To cover partial cost of shipping and postage — on all CASH ORDERS — please add 5 cents for each dollar of your 
total purchase. Actual transportation costs will be billed on all CHARGE ORDERS.) 


Name 


Address 


City 


